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Editorial 





THERE’S NONE SO BLIND... 


By pure coincidence, Leon Brittan was sitting down with European interior 
ministers in Rome to discuss ways of dealing with international terrorism on the 
very same day recently that convicted terrorist Roberto Fiore featured on News at 
Ten. 

ITN journalists had spent a week secretly filming at 50 Warwick Square, the 
Pimlico flat of Scorpion editor Michael Walker. They recorded both Fiore and 
NF leader Nick Griffin at the flat, demonstrating to millions that the link between 
the NF and Italian terrorists, exposed so long ago by Searchlight, was no 
exaggeration. Walker has since claimed that Fiore had not stayed at the flat for a 
month previously (a lie: News at Ten filmed him entering and leaving the flat, 
using his own key, on successive days, the last only three days before 
transmission) and that he (Walker) left the NF eighteen months ago (another lie: 
he proposed a motion at the Front AGM last September). 

The Home Office response was predictably bland — the ball is in the Italians’ 
court, they said, and it’s up to them to ask for extradition again. 

It’s not, of course, and Leon Brittan’s refusal to act in this matter (he could 
simply deport Fiore any time he liked on grounds of public good) is becoming 
increasingly a matter of concern. As we have pointed out before, foreign left- 
wingers accused of terrorism would get short shrift, and would not be tolerated 
for long particularly if, as in Fiore’s case, they were found to be politically active 
with groups themselves disposed towards political violence. 

Brittan’s refusal to answer questions about Fiore at a news conference in Rome 
during the recent summit on terrorism can only add to the mounting concern. 

It’s almost as if he feels that Fiore should be left alone. 


TERROR ON THE TERRACES 


In Fleet St they would call this a bumper issue. Included in this Searchlight is an 
8-page supplement looking at the National Front’s involvement in football 
violence, produced to help understand the part that the Front play in soccer 
disturbances in the light of the recent tragedy at the European Cup Final in 
Brussels. 

The NF’s role in the Brussels events is not yet clear, although evidence is 
mounting that their members were involved in the fighting which led directly to 
38 deaths. But what has become apparent for some time is that they are firmly 
behind campaigns to whip up racism and violence on football terraces to try and 
build themselves a base amongst white, working class youngsters. As we show, a 
number of their members have faced criminal charges after trouble at football 
grounds, while otlrers travel the world, following the England team and peddling 
their violent, racist message wherever they go. 

If the problems afflicting football are to be sorted out, the fact of the NF’s 
presence has to be tackled. Searchlight will be urging as much in evidence we have 
prepared for the enquiry being conducted by Sir Oliver Popplewell. 
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The Column and the Convoy 


LES ‘LUTZ’ VAUGHAN 


BREAKS COVER 





SINCE leading nazi Leslie ‘Lutz’ 
Vaughan's last escapade was 
blown in the 1981 World in Action 
programme, ‘Arms to the Right’, 
he has returned to Wiltshire where 
he has been winning new friends. 
There he has set himself up as a 
bailiff and security expert. 

Working through a respected Salisbury 
law firm, he serves writs and summonses on 
behalf of Salisbury District Council, 
Wiltshire County Council, the English 
Heritage Trust, the National Trust and 
several local landowners including members 
of the aristocracy. 

One of his jobs has been to move on 
‘hippies’ from Stonehenge and the 
surrounding area over the last three years. 

Recently he drew attention to himself 
when he offered the ‘services’ of a team of 
men from what he called an ‘Instant 
Response outfit’ to deal with people 
trespassing on local farm land. He claimed 
many of his men were trained soldiers. 

Vaughan and his lady companion have 
made a name for themselves locally, 
competing in shooting competitions run by 
the Royal Marines. He likes to give the 
impression of being a cross between 
Rockfist Rogan and Superman. 


Royal Marines 


Vaughan first surfaced in right-wing 
politics in the 1960s, after being told he was 
unfit for service in the Royal Marines which 
he had joined at 17 as a junior band boy. He 


moved rapidly from the Young 
Conservatives into the original British 
National Party. After a six months 


probationary period he entered its para- 
military wing, Spearhead, led by John 
. Tyndall and Colin Jordan. 

When Jordan and Tyndall broke away to 
form the National Socialist Movement in 
April 1962 he went with them as caretaker 
and security officer at their headquarters in 
Notting Hill, West London. A few months 
-later, Jordan, Tyndall, Denis Pirie and Ian 
Kerr-Ritchie were behind bars for 
organising and equipping a para-military 
force for political purposes. 

Vaughan, who was by now also the 
NSM’s courier to the illegal Austrian nazi 
party run by Karl Windisch, went under 
cover. 

Around this time he began to get the 
reputation that people in ‘security’ were 
looking after him. The suspicion deepened 
when Searchlight journalists found him 
working in Whitehall for the Labour 
government’s Department of Economic 
Affairs, with a press pass in one pocket and 
a gun in the other. 


Despite heavy pressure from Special 
Branch to lay off, Searchlight and the 
Sunday Telegraph persisted in their 
investigations. 

Eventually he was charged and convicted 
for possessing a pistol and ammunition. At 
his trial he denied ever being a nazi party 
member, saying that people were trying to 
damage his reputation. Some days later he 
was asked to leave his Civil Service post 
after his National Socialist Movement 
membership card was produced (despite the 
fact that Special Branch thought they had 
seized all the documentation on Vaughan in 
a dawn raid on the home of an anti-fascist). 





COLUMN 88 


Fe 2A a eM ROE RO IN NIE AL VINE SEO 
Another couple of years went by before 
Vaughan surfaced again, working as a 
director of a large debt collection company, 
Tracing Services. Its owners, both Jewish, 
had hired him knowing nothing about his 
political past. Later he became head of their 
Southampton branch, which he continued 
to run after the company itself closed down 
following two court convictions for gaining 
information on people by illicit means. 

The directors told Searchlight that 
Vaughan had indicated he had links with 
military intelligence. This was good news 
for them because he could trace military 
debtors within hours using his ‘old pals 
network’. 

They were also under the impression that 
he had been wounded in a skirmish on the 
Soviet-Finnish border. But other sources 
have suggested the wound was acquired in 
the South Tyrol in the early 1960s during a 
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Vaughan — Continued 


campaign to bomb the region back into 
Austria. The same sources suggest that 
Vaughan was probably freelancing for 
various intelligence agencies, while 
remaining an ardent nazi and furthering the 
national socialist cause. 

In 1970 Vaughan threw off any pretence 
of being politically respectable and stood in 
a council election in Southampton as a 
candidate for the National Democratic 
Party, an outfit with a policy almost 
identical to the National Front. Observers 
saw at least one off duty policeman driving 
a campaign car. 

The NDP had a short life and Vaughan 
did not reappear until about four years 
later. 

Now living in a house leased from the 
Crown Agents in Savernake Forest, he was 
busy running the paramilitary nazi group 
Column 88. He had just become an officer 
in the Territorial Army and was running a 
local army cadet force when once again 
Searchlight hit him full beam. 


Commons row 


After an investigation lasting 18 months 
Searchlight was able to produce evidence of 
Vaughan’s para-military activities and nazi 
politics. A row followed in the press and the 
House of Commons, which was told that 
Column 88 did not exist. A few days later 
evidence of ‘88’ and its army links appeared 
in the national press. 

Joe Short, the nazi Satanist, told 
Searchlight of a Hitler birthday party he 
attended in the same period at a large house 
in Savernake Forest, where uniforms were 
provided and a nazi pagan altar set up. 
Column 88 nazis from Britain and abroad 
attended. 

Similar Column 88 functions were held in 
Sussex, and para-military training went on 
in Dorset, Wales and Wiltshire, as well as 
abroad. 

A Thames Television exposure followed, 
and once more Vaughan took to the hills, 
or on this occasion to Bedfordshire. He 
began organising security for the League of 
St George at camps in Essex and became a 
regular attender at functions of the League 
and Column 88 at the home of Lucy 
Roberts in Maida Vale, London. Mrs 
Roberts, a widow, is the darling of the old 
troopers at SS reunions on the continent. 
German by birth she became a Mosleyite on 
arrival in England after the war. 

In 1981 a television programme exposed 
Vaughan’s part in a scheme to acquire 
television jamming equipment in exchange 
for guns. His American contact turned out 
to be an undercover agent working for 
World in Action. 

His partner in the plan, Leicester lawyer 
and former boss of the British Democratic 
Party Anthony Reed-Herbert, was forced 
to flee the country to Eire. Vaughan had 
just set up a new security company in 
partnership with Steven Brady, an Ulster 
terrorist and safe houser of Italians on the 
run. Its London address was Lucy Roberts’ 
home. 


4 


Vaughan returned to where he felt safest, 
the West Country, and a new home in 
Godley Woods outside Salisbury. A new 
company emerged — London and West 
Investigations. Using this company as 
cover, and his famous old pals network, he 
has been able to earn a good living and keep 
up his nazi operations. 

On 9 June 1985 The Observer published a 
front page account of Vaughan’s latest 
adventures, revealing that he had offered to 
provide firearms to members of the ‘peace 
convoy’ in the two years leading up to the 
serious clash with police this year early in 
June. Vaughan again claimed he was 
working for the ‘security service’ 
monitoring the extreme right. 


Now serious questions must be answered. 


elf Vaughan is telling the truth, which 
section of our ‘security service’ is engaging 
him and why? 
e@ If Vaughan is telling the truth, why have 
the people he is allegedly monitoring not 
been arrested? 
elf Vaughan is telling the truth that his 
1970s attempts to buy guns for the Ulster 
Defence Association and Ulster Volunteer 
Force were just a plot to expose them, why 
have they never tried to get even with him? 
elf Vaughan is not telling the truth, why 
did the local Chief Constable sign a 
firearms certificate for this nazi? 

The House of Commons was conned in 
the 1970s; we hope they will not be told 
another pack of lies this time. 


About LESLIE VAUGHAN 


MR LESLIE VAUGHAN, aged 29 and a 


Company Director was born in Shepperton, 
Middlesex, Where he lived for the first 18 


years of his life. He has lived in Southampton 
for the past 4 years, and is the local Vice - 
Chairman of the National Democratic Party 
He served proudly: with the Royal Marines 
prior to joining the Civil Service where he 
worked in Whitehall. 

He travelled extensively whilst in the Civil 
Service to all parts of Europe and Scandinavia 
not to mention various visits to Russia and 
East Germany. Through travel he has become 
aware of the growing danger of Communism 

throughout Europe and the African Continent 
and urges people to visit |ron Curtain countries 
to see and realise what a wonderful freedom 
the British people enjoy. 

It is with this inspiration that Mr Vaughan 
offers his services to the voters of St Deny’s 
and Bitterne Park Ward in the coming By 
Election on October ‘ist. He promises to 
serve you in every way possible if elected and 
will be at his constituents beck and call. 
He hopes to restore the confidence of the 

voter in serving them humbly and sincerely. 





Above: from his NDP election address. 
Below, tumbled in 1978. 
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yemy Cadets 


AN Army Cadet 
Force chief con- 
firmed last night 
that one of his 


JOHN HARRISON 


members of it ‘unsuitable 
_to be' members of the 
“Army-Cadet Force. = 
Mr Leslie Vaughan has 


eter been suspended A 


meetin 


At his Devizes.’ head-.— 


quarters yesterday. the 
colonel said : ‘I wrote the 
letter on instructions 
from high up -.. from the 


comes at 8 height 


of a Ministry  of- 


Defence investigation 
into Nazi infiltration 
of Armed Forces. 

Lieut. - Col. Montagu 
Orms>y, an ex-Ghurka, 
who is now Wiltshire's 
Cadet Staff Officer, dis- 
closed that he sent a 
letter on Mev 13 to 
parents of cadets under 
the command of the 
under-officer, Mr Leslie 
Vaughan, in Pewsey. 

+ Said: ‘Unknown to— 
us, the commander of the 
Pewsey detachment, Mr 
Leslie Vaughan, was & 
member of Column 88. 

‘This . organisation. {s 
considered by the Ministry 
of Defence to be of an 
undesirable nature . and 


Ministry of Defence.’ 

Column 88 is so called 
because H is the eighth 
jetter of the alphabet. 
And 88 stands ae HH— 
Heil Hitlers ~ 


Shrine 


Mr Vaughan,. 34, who 
lives with his wife, Karen, 
amd two-year-old daughter 
in a Savernake Forest 
cottage on the northern 
fringe of Salisbury Plain, 
has denied involvement 
with Column 88 

Asked if there was any 
Treason why he~ should 
have been suspended, he 
said, ‘Absolutely none.’ 

Asked if he was affill- 
ated to Column 88, he re- 


verted -<his 
home into a 
Adolf Hitler. 

Mr Vaughan, a former 
Royal Mzrines bandsman, 
was 1 member of Colin 
Jordan’s National Socia- 
list Party in the early 60s 
and five years ago stood 
as a National Democratic 
Party candidate in a 
Southampton council by- 
~election. 

Investigations “by tte: 
Army and police began 
following reports that Mr 


Shropshire- 
shrine to 


LESLIE VAUGHAN 
Picture : Thames TV's 
‘This Week’ 


plied: ‘Forget it... 
there's nothing to it.’ 

But evidence uncovered 

TV's This 
rogramme shows 
Vaughan was in- 

volved: in a Column 88 
exercisé in Savernake 
Forest on November 21-23. 

The programme's re- 
searchers have produced 
documents which show 
that ‘Comrade L. Vaughan’ 
was in charge of weapon 
training and target ne 
tice. .. 

The  dccumefits-- are - 
sighed by Donald Mudie, 
a self-confessed leader of 
Column 88, who-has con- 


Vaughan, a one-time bank 
assessor who now works 
for American Hospital 
Supply in Didcot, Berk- 
shire, had involved cadets 
in Column 88 training. 

Army investigators have 
discovered that cadets— 
aged between 13 and 134 
—_ were duped into 
believing that Column 88 
men were members of ths 
Territorial Army. 

Col. Ormsby, who retired 
from full service in 1970, 
said : ‘Vaughan joined the 
ACF about a year ago asa 
sergeant instructor and 
efter six weeks was 








Visitors to London’s Conway Hall 
on 11 May 1985 were surprised to 
find the building awash with young 
nazis launching the Young National 
Front anti-drugs campaign. With 
their normal honesty the Front had 


lied their way to booking the 
building, using the name Anderson 
Associates to get past the ban on 
fascists hiring the hall. 

Anyone familiar with the membership of 
the National Front since its formation in 
early 1967 would have been surprised at the 
idea that the Front were opposed to drug 
taking. One has only to recall the recent 
spectacles of gangs of racist louts, almost 
legless from glue sniffing, marching behind 
NF banners in various parts of the country. 
Those with longer memories will remember 
a leading Front activist who was being 
sought throughout Europe and Asia by 
Customs and Drug Squad officers for his 
involvement in a huge drugs racket. He was 
aided in this ‘fund-raising’ enterprise by 
other members who lent him their passports 
to help him set up false identities. 

It was clearly a bad day for the law. The 
meeting was addressed by Martin 
Wingfield, the recently convicted editor of 
National Front News, and _ convicted 
criminal Patrick Harrington, the Front’s 
legal adviser. 

A new YNF Secretariat was formed with 
Michael Fishwick from Norwich as YNF 
organiser and Susan Inglis from Hounslow 
as secretary. Other new faces include 
Jeremy Drew from Lambeth, John 
Bertenshaw from Manchester, Ian Havard 
of Newham and Andrew Dewan from 
Central London branch. 

A day of action against drug pushing was 
declared for 6 June but nobody seems to 
have heard of anything happening on the 
day. 

But perhaps the Front leadership’s mind 
was on other things. In the wake of the 


Fascists foiled 


A d 
How will NF’s glue gang respond to anti-drug drive? 


Brussels football disaster the British public 
were starting to bay for the blood of those 
responsible for the 38 deaths on the 
terraces. Clearly the Front’s policy of 
promoting sickening violence at football 
matches at home and abroad was not going 
to be overlooked in the hunt for the 
culprits. At the centre of attention was 
Bulldog, the YNF paper. First Ian 
Anderson tried to fend off press questions 
by denying that the NF encouraged 
violence. Then, in what appears to have 
been sheer panic, he denied to at least one 
Fleet Street journalist that the Front had 
anything to do with Bulldog. The fact that 
both Joe Pearce, its former editor, and Ian 
Anderson, acting NF chairman, have been 
charged under the Race Relations Act and 
will appear in court in December can be 
little comfort to them. Pearce has already 
served a term of imprisonment for 
publishing Bul/dog and four more of their 
members are facing court in Newcastle for 
selling it. 

Searchlight’s prediction that Bulldog was 
likely to go appears to be coming true. 
Running scared of the law the NF 
headquarters bookshop at 50 Pawsons 
Road, Croydon, has been stripped of all 
material relating to Bulldog or football 
violence. A new broadsheet entitled Scum is 


in North East 





Tyne and Wear District Anti-Fascist 
Committee have kept up their 
excellent reputation for preventing 
fascists organising in private or in 
public. 

Within 8 days both the BNP and the NF 
had carefully planned meetings completely 
wrecked. First to go on 2 May were the 
BNP. Turning up at their regular meeting 
place, the Royal Army Service Corps club 
in Gateshead, they were met by over 100 
anti-fascists. Showing a fine grasp of local 
feelings, BNP commandant Bill Owen and 
his small group of thugs looked at the 
picket and didn’t even try to get in. They 


just turned around and went home. 

Next to go were the NF on 8 May. Guest 
speaker was NF Chairman Ian Anderson. 
He was due to speak at the Mitre pub in the 
west end of Newcastle, booked under the 
name of the Anti Nazi League! 
Unfortunately for them a 200 strong anti- 
fascist picket was there to greet them. An 
outraged landlord rapidly turfed the NF out 
of his pub and they were escorted away by 
police. Coming the evening after VE day it 
was heartening to see a number of 
bemedalled WWII veterans out on the 
streets determined to stop fascists gaining 
any influence on Tyneside. 





under way. Whether its name is a reference 
to their own membership or to drug pushers 
remains to be seen. 

Another Front activist, Paul Johnson, 
continues to make a nuisance of himself in 
Kent, with threats to hold a racist carnival 
in opposition to a multi-cultural day 
planned in the county for September. 

In Leighton Buzzard the Front has taken 
to kidnapping political opponents. During 
the recent local elections a car full of Front 
heavies grabbed an anti-fascist giving out 
leaflets on the street. Later he was released 
and the Fronters claimed that they thought 
they were entitled to make a citizen’s arrest 
of anybody giving out leaflets they did not 
like. Local Front officer and candidate 
Richard Baggaley admitted that some local 
members were skinheads. ‘‘Sometimes you 
need to look as if you can take care of 
yourself’, he told a local paper. 

Down in Bournemouth, during a 
National Front musical soirée, dozens of 
skinheads led by Nicky Crane’s fellow 
looney, Matt Morgan, stormed a local pub 
smashing it up and chanting nazi slogans 
and anti-Jewish obscenities. After a battle 
with police, 31 were arrested. Morgan was 
fined £500. Many of the others were 
juveniles and are awaiting probation 
reports before sentence is passed. 


A national conference to build an 
anti-racist front to combat racist 
violence and to defend those 
communities under attack. Open 
to all active anti-fascist 
organisations. 


To be held at: Conway Hall 
Red Lion Square 
London WCI 


FROM 2pm to 5pm on SUNDAY 
JULY 28th 

further details and credentials 
from p.o. box 273, London E7 





Spreading plague of violence 





This month has again brought 
reports of racist terror from several 
parts of the country. Since the 
start of the Newham 7 trial local NF 
heavies with support from outside 
the area have- re-started 
provocative street sales of papers, 
including Bulldog, a _ publication 
now assumed to be illegal. Since 
the fascists’ return, reports have 
been coming in of a series of 
vicious attacks on black people in 
north and east London. 


In Waltham Forest three young Asians 
were attacked by a large gang of racists 
while waiting for a bus. Raymond Seedin, 
18, had his throat slashed and nearly died. 
Three men, one a juvenile, have been 
arrested for the attack. 

In Plaistow a black worker aged 40 was 
attacked by six men and badly cut by 
bottles. 

In Wanstead a garage and car belonging 
to an Asian were destroyed in an arson 
attack. 

In Guildford a number of skinheads 
appeared in court on charges arising from a 
clash with police in the town centre four 
months ago. Most were given small fines or 
conditional discharges after claims that the 
police had overreacted. In court police 
officers claimed to have been four against a 
40-strong gang of skins who were fighting 
and shouting nazi slogans. One young 
defendant explained that he had only given 






While most people in Britain were 
celebrating the 40th anniversary of 
victory over fascism, a group of pathetic 
nazi clowns made their way to the SS 
war graves at Cannock Chase, led by 
Colin Parkin (see Searchlight 118) and 
members of the November 9th Society. 
National Action Party member David 
Andrews from Yorkshire also led a 
contingent of its members to the graves. 

Parkin, under a cloud since 
Searchlight revealed his para-military 
connections, told reporters that his 
group did not undertake any training of 
a para-military nature, but contradicted 
himself by talking about unarmed 
combat training and wearing nazi 
uniforms on special occasions. Local 
veterans in the area are demanding 
action over the affair. 

Officials of the British war graves 
commission have confirmed that Parkin 
and his crew have held ceremonies there 
before. One was on 9 November last 
year. Parkin, a 63-year-old 
businessman, told pressman he did not 












British nazis honour SS 


a few ‘sieg heils’ and had sworn when he 
was arrested. Others had given nazi salutes. 

Nearby, in Woking, the local mosque 
was defiled when a pig’s head was left on its 
steps. 

In London, Centerprise, a community 
bookshop and centre, was broken into.and 
badly damaged by what appears to have 
been a joint action of a number of nazi 
groups, judging by the slogans they left 
scrawled on the walls. A note claimed the 
raid on behalf of the British National 
Party. Eight years ago fascists tried to burn 
down the building. This time they did 
£10,000 of damage. 


Arson attack 


In Telford, Shropshire, a three-year-old 
child had to be thrown from a bedroom 
window after an arson attack on the home 
of an Asian family. 

Again in London, staff and actors at the 
famous Old Vic theatre have had to set up a 
guard system to protect their black 
colleagues, after a number of National 
Front attacks in recent weeks. 

In Bexley, Kent, the Conservative- 
controlled council still insists on allowing 
Tyndall’s British National Party the use of 
its premises in the borough. Richard 
Edmonds, the local BNP organiser who has 
had an extremely high physical profile 
among the BNP stewards on Tyndall’s 
national tour, welcomed the decision. The 
local trades council and Labour Party want 






care what people thought. He was 
speaking inside his fortified manor 
house. Outside, notices warn that the 
premises are protected by electronic 
security devices. 


A happy scene at Parkin’s Sibberscote 
Manor house. Parkin is fifth from left. 
Terry Flynn, his fiihrer, has his arm 
raised. What else? 


Right: local outrage at November Sth 
antics. 


a ban. Not helping much is the sole black 
Labour member Harbhajan Singh who is 
claimed to have said he would welcome the 
chance of a discussion with the BNP. 

In South London, a Christian Aid hut, 
built to represent the housing conditions of 
millions living in the Third World, was 
destroyed in an arson attack. 

In Barnet, north London, residents are 
petitioning the local authority for a ban on 
fascists using council property. 

In Thurrock, Essex, a young Kenyan 
couple are scared for the safety of their two 
children after continual harassment. 
Skinheads have daubed swastikas and 
slogans on the front of the Monjis’ shop, 
plastered it with NF stickers, thrown stones 
at bedroom windows and smashed the front 
window causing £1,000 damage. The 
Monjis say they have complained to the 
police who have been unable to stop the 
harassment. 

In Leeds factory worker Kasru Miah was 
threatened with death by his neighbour if he 
complained to the police about his constant 
loud music. The neighbour then attacked 
and badly beat up Mr Miah and threw a 
rock through the front room window 
narrowly missing two young children. 
Eventually police took him away, but 
returned him a few hours later. He then 
resumed his assault on the Miahs. 

Also in Leeds a large group of NF 
members surrounded a city centre CND 
stall and harassed CND activists, forcing 
them to withdraw. The police refused to do 
anything about it. 


Nazis hold 
ritual at 
SS graves 


Nazi followers of Hitler's Third Reich held a clandestine VE- 
Day ceremony at Cannock Chase War Cemetery. It happened 
hours before official wreath-laying ceremonies ani 
members of neo-Nazi al Action Part 
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With the troops to Moscow 


- VE Day brought back: sad: and 


proud memories for millions of 
people throughout the world: 
for those who died, for those 
who suffered under the yoke of 
-nazism and for those who still 
live with injuries sustained to 
body and mind forty years ago. 

Despite Thatcher's low-key 
approach to marking the victory 
over fascism and Reagan's outright 
insult to the cause of the wartime 
allies, thousands of ordinary people 
organised street parties, sing-songs 
and fancy dress dances to rekindle 
the spirit of wartime unity. 

A Searchlight reporter joined the 
VE Day celebrations in Moscow 
alongside an unofficial party of over 
50 British ex-servicemen and 
women, Among this group were a 
colonel who had been a National 
Conservative MP in the war, 
members of the SDP and Labour 
Party and representatives of CND, 
the British Legion and women’s 
groups. 


_ former sergeant 


One man who perhaps summed 
up our reasons for being there was 
Fred Kisby from Hampshire. A 
in the Royal 
Hampshire Regiment, Fred is 65 and 
was a soldier for over twenty years. 
He joined up during the depression 
in the ‘30s and saw duty in India and 
Palestine before war broke out. He 
took part in some of the bloodiest 
battles in North Africa, the Sicily 
landings, Italy, France, Germany 
and Austria. While stationed as part 
of the garrison of Malta during the 
nazi siege he lost his entire family — 
mother, father and grandparents — 
in the blitz of Plymouth. That 
persuaded him to stay in uniform 
after the war ended: he said that the 
army had become his family. Before 
eventually leaving the army to work 
as a railwayman, he fought in 
Malaya and served in Hong Kong 
and numerous other bases. 

Fred is a pillar of his local Royal 
British Legion Branch. When they 
refused him permission to carry the 
branch banner to Moscow to pay 


British war veterans at the tomb of the unknown soldier in Moscow. The wreath laid, 


they pause to remember. 


Profits from Genocide 


Reproductions of striped concentration 
camp shirts were on sale on an indoor 
market stall in Kensington until an 
article appeared recently in the Jewish 
Chronicle. The stallhoider has now 
withdrawn them from sale and has 
written to Jewish community leaders to 
apologise a his lack of feeling and 
understanding. 

But the Fleet Street press seems to 
have even less feeling and understanding 
over the auctioning of the contents of 


Paul Raymond’s Whitehall ‘Theatre of 
War’, recently closed down by the local 
authority due to lack of planning 
permission. The papers claimed that the 
sale was to be attended by the widow of 
top post-war neo-nazi Ulrich Rudel, 
who wanted to buy back the decoration 
Hitler presented to him. Another report 
concerned a dummy who bought a 
dummy of Hitler for £700. Clearly some 
auction houses do not mind how they 
make a crust. 


tribute to the 20 million Soviet 
citizens who had died fighting 
fascism, he was astounded, Luckily 
a local troop of boy scouts came to 
the rescue and lent him their Union 
Jack. For a week he represented the 
best of Britain in paying tribute to 
the great sacrifice of the Red Army 
and Soviet people. 

On our first night in Moscow we 
met the survivors of a concentration 
camp — men and women who had 
fought their way out to freedom. 
From then on we were overwhelmed 
by the warmth and good feeling 
from all the people we met, as we 
remembered those years when the 
allies marched and worked together 
to destroy Hitler's Germany. 

On 9 May we laid a wreath at the 
tomb of the unknown warrior. Then, 
completely against the rules, the 
Red Square guards allowed the 
wreath-laying party to march with 
the Union Jack across Red Square 
into a mass of Soviet veterans. For 
an hour the veterans joined us 
embracing, singing old favourites 
from the war, dancing and crying 
together for those we had lost and 
wanted to remember with respect. 
Millions of British television viewers 
saw these events on their screens 
and were able to share the heartfelt 
unity between British and Russians 
on that day. And since Fred Kisby’s 
return senior members of the British 
Legion have made it clear that they 
did not condemn participation. 

Searchlight also met former Italian 
partisans and dozens of Americans 
who had made the trip to Moscow 
via the Elbe, to join together across 
that 40 year gulf in mutual respect 
and friendship, as on that day when 
the swastika was finally torn down 
from nazi headquarters in Berlin. 


Leeds VE Day 
disrupted 


The recent VE celebrations in Leeds were 
attended by members from all the main 


Chief guest of honour was the Soviet 
Ambassador Mr Victor Popov. Amongst the 
uninvited guests were some members of 
Leeds’ large East European population, most 
dressed in their various national costumes. 
Urged on by local Tory councillor Andrew 
Carter they disrupted the wreath laying 
ceremony by shouting abuse and threats and 
waving anti-Soviet placards. After the 
ceremony a number of the demonstrators 
either admitted fighting for the Germans or 
refused to answer questions. 
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NICE TRY LYNDON 


ONE of the problems of success in our 
business is that you can make quite a few 
enemies. And to the long list of noses up 
which Searchlight has crawled over the years 
must now be added that of the American 
extremist Lyndon LaRouche (aka Lyn 
Marcus), leader of a small, bizarre but 
influential rightist sect. 

Marcus was involved with the left-wing 
Students for a Democratic Society in the 
1960s, and subsequently ran a series of his 
own groups like the National Caucus of 
Labour Committees. All this time he veered 
further and further to the right, till at one 
point his followers were quite literally 
taking up cudgels against other left groups 
and launching brutal attacks on_ their 
meetings. Eventually he established links 
with the Ku Klux Klan and Willis Carto’s 
anti-semitic Liberty Lobby. 

Now he runs a gaggle of wealthy 
foundations and journals which raise 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to finance 
LaRouche’s presidential election campaigns 
and a burgeoning private intelligence 
network which has crucial access to White 
House ears. 

LaRouche’'s  intelligence-gathering 
followers are nothing if not keen. So keen, 
in fact, that they frequently forget who they 
really are on the ‘phone and adopt the 
identities of genuine journalists who know 
nothing of their activities. Potential sources 
frequently open up candidly to the 
LaRouche fraudsters believing them to be 
bona fide journalists. 

And this is where we came in. Eager to 
find out where other journalists 


investigating LaRouche himself were 
getting their information, one of them put in 
a call last year to Searchlight, posing as Pat 
Lynch of NBC, and asking for names of 





Lyndon LaRouche. 
8 


potential sources of information. Pat Lynch 
was at the time genuinely conducting an 
enquiry into LaRouche, so on the face of it 
the call was not out of the ordinary. 

But Searchlight's journalist on the other 
end of the ‘phone wasn’t fooled for very 
long, especially after his caller began asking 
for American contacts that Pat Lynch would 
already be in touch with. A quick call to the 
real Pat Lynch confirmed his suspicions. 

So we had a little fun, eventually 
persuading our persistent caller that we had 
a deep throat buried deep inside the 
LaRouche operation. It precipitated a full 
scale security alert in the organisation, after 
which we were troubled no more. 

But Lyndon LaRouche was not pleased — 
and the latest issue of his money spinning 
Executive Intelligence Review ‘‘reveals” that 
“Searchlight works closely with the 
Committee of Soviet War Veterans, Timor 
Timofeyev’s Moscow research institute... . 
CIA renegade Phillip Agee and top KGB 
official Ernst Henry’’. 

Phillip Agee, we confess, we have heard 
of, although that is all. The other two are as 
unknown to us as they will be to most of our 
readers. In fact, we've never heard of them. 

Just goes to show, doesn’t it, the 
extraordinary lengths to which some 
people’s peculiar paranoid fantasies will 
stretch — and all because they can’t take a 
joke. 


% * % 


WITH FRIENDS LIKE... 


ALRIGHT, alright. You're fed up with 
reading about the interminable squabble 
between nazi revisionist Dave McCalden 
and his erstwhile Institute for Historical 
Review boss Willis Carto. Well you're in 
luck. For the time being at least, McCalden 
is strictly relegated from important news 
pages of this journal to the humbler 
columns of ‘Whispers’. It is a measure of the 
man’s increasing insignificance. 

Latest chapter in their private war 
unfolded in April when Carto went to court 
to file suit against McCalden for using 
“stolen” IHR subscriber lists to “circulate 
false and highly damaging information 
about the IHR in an attempt to ruin our 
relationship with our supporters”. In a 
circular to his “revisionist friends’ Carto 
brings a tear to the eye with tales of ‘the 
grief to us’ which McCalden’s renegade 
behaviour has caused. 

But never one to miss a trick, Carto goes 
on to cash in on the dispute, offering new 
subscribers to the Journal of Historical Review 
a special bonus ... a free copy of his 
compendium of dirt on McCalden, Dossier 
on a ‘Revisionist’ crank. 

Small wonder McCalden is so willing 
these days to spill more and more of the 
beans. 


% % * 


WHO NEEDS ENEMIES? 


IT ISN’T only McCalden who has fallen 
victim to Willis Carto’s acid pen. Latest far 
right candidate for the Liberty Lobby 
hatchet is our friend ex-Major Robert K. 
Brown, who, you will remember, we 
revealed last month was behind a scheme to 
recruit nazis to fight alongside the contras 
in their war against Nicaragua’s elected 
Sandinista government. 

Liberty Lobby’s newspaper Spotlight takes 
the opportunity afforded by Brown’s 
candidacy for election to the Board of 
Directors of the influential National Rifle 


Association, to allege that Brown, publisher 
of Soldier of Fortune, is in fact a CIA ‘spook’, 
and a “covert operative for the New York 
Times”. 

The claims, made in the March 18 
Spotlight, are at first unsubstantiated, but a 
reader's letter in the April 15 issue adds flesh 
at least to the CIA allegation. 

The (anonymous) writer claims to have 
trained Brown in Special Forces Operations 
at Fort Bragg in the early ‘50s. ‘He almost 
made commanding officer of an A-team” he 
writes, “but we weeded him out for obvious 
reasons: security violations, blabber- 
mouthedness and general foul-ups”. 

Brown was, it is claimed, relieved of 
Special Forces responsibilities in Korea but 
“somehow got in good with Hans Tofte, the 
CIA chief of operations finally accepted by 
MacArthur and Willoughby in 1951”. 

“Brown has been a CIA covert operator 
ever since and that was the only combat 
action Brown ever saw”. 

Aspiring British mercs like Alan Ash who 
seem so taken by Brown’s credentials might 
pause for thought before jumping aboard 
his Nicaraguan-bound gravy train. 


% * % 
MEMORY LAPSE? 


WHAT strange memories they have at the 
Home Office. 

According to a report in Tribune (24 May), 
the Home Office responded to the Italian 
vice-President’s recent accusations that 
Britain was sheltering wanted Italian right- 
wing terrorists with the observation that “it 
is open to the Italians to make an 
extradition request if they wish. They have 
not done so”. 

Well, as a matter of fact, they did. Almost 
three years ago seven of the fugitives in 
question (including the two named by 
Italy's Vice-President) were in court facing 
an Italian extradition request — a request 
turned down by the court. 

Equally bizarre is the Home Office’s 
quoted comment that “we have not got any 
evidence that there are terrorists here. If 
people have such evidence, they should go 
to the police”. 

This is plainly fantastic, given the 
evidence that Searchlight has accumulated 
— and published prominently — over the 
last two years. 

But perhaps oddest of all, is the fact that 
Tribune's reporter seemed quite as ignorant 
of all this as did the dimwitted gentleman 
from the Home Office press department. 

Perhaps he forgot to renew his 
subscription. 


* * * 


BUMPED OFF 


PETER Bruinvels, Tory MP for Leicester, is 
in the news again, having resigned from The 
Law and Order Society (see Searchlight 118). 
This wayward group of looneys was chaired 
by Bruinvels until a month ago when he 
mysteriously quit. According to House of 
Commons sources, senior Conservative 
Party members had asked him to drop his 
association with racist Lady Jane 
Birdwood. However, rumours abound that 
the reason for his departure was quite 
different. Some weeks ago he was run 
down outside the Commons by a hit and run 
cyclist and was said to be badly shaken up. 

It is well known that a sharp bump on the 
head can sometimes bring the silliest of 
people to their senses. 


RECAP. An A-Z of who's who on the ir right a 


Jimmy Joyle. 


7 Doyle, Jimmy 


Brighton has always had strong 
connections with the extreme right, and 
in recent years this tradition has been 
kept alive by a number of well-known 
local racists including Jimmy Doyle. A 
Conservative member and crooked 
antique dealer (he was jailed for three 
years in the late 60s for the latter activity) 
Doyle was a co-founder of the Racial 
Preservation Society, which was 
founded to disseminate racist, fascist 
and anti-semitic literature, and which 
came to public prominence when five of 
its members were tried under the 
incitement clauses of the Race Relations 
Act in 1968. Doyle and fellow- 
Brightonian Robin Beauclaire boasted 
that they raised money for the RPS both 
from army officers and “our friends in 
Whitehall”. In recent years, however, 
Doyle's financial touch has weakened: 
having bought and subsequently sold a 
Gothic mansion in Sussex in the early 70s 
(used as a setting for Hammer horror 
films), Doyle was faced in 1983 with a tax 
bill for almost £200,000. He petitioned for 
bankruptcy in November of that year. 


Fountaine, Andrew 


One of the most prominently long- 
standing members of the British ultra- 
right, Andrew Fountaine fought on the 
fascist side in the Spanish Civil war, but 
joined the Conservative party after the 
war, remaining a Tory until 1958 when he 
began his long trek through a wide 
variety of extreme right organisations, 
not a few founded by himself. in 1958, he 


was leader of the presciently titled (but _ 


short-lived) National Front, in 1960 he 
helped to found the British National 


re of the BNP when the Germanic 
roke away to form the National 
Socialist Movement. During this period, 
Fountaine {who possesses extensive 
tracts of land in Norfolk) hosted 
international nazi camps, but because 


of his ‘respectable’ demeanour, he was 
able to become part of the early 
leadership of the National Front under 
A.K. Chesterton's chairmanship in the 
late 60s, serving as the NF’s executive 
director. In 1968, however, 
expelled by Chesterton for advocating 
that Front members should arm 
themselves against a student-inspired 
revolution in Britain. He returned to the 
leadership in 1975, taking John Tyndall's 
side in the conflict between nazi 
hardliners and the Strasserites and 
populists who formed the National 
Party. After the debacle of the 1979 
election, Fountaine led one of the many 
factions that split off from the main body 
of the NF (the National Front 
Constitutional Movement). This body — 
later dropping “National Front” from its 
title — formed a focus for the more old- 
school elements in the old Front, but 
then faded from view, and Fountaine 
himself became involved with Joan 
Mason's WISE group, and proposed the 
vote of thanks to speaker Harvey Proctor 
MP at WISE's Caxton Hall meeting on 18 
July 1981. When it became clear that the 
Constitutional Movement was no more, 
Fountaine announced his application to 
rejoin the Conservative party, claiming 
that his politics had always been in 
accord with Tory philosophy. The party 
did not share this view however, and his 
application was rejected. 


Foun aine (left) and minders. 


Ceres 


Gadd, John 


A member of both the National Front and , 


the 600-strong Powellight Association, 
John Gadd was one of the key figures to 


link the British extreme right with the 
Protestant Ulster Defence Association. 
- Gadd was one of a number of linkmen _ 
{some of them members of the Monday — 


Club) who were convicted for gun- 


running for the UDA; Gadd himself being 
_ sentenced to ten years in prison. 


Party and in 1962 he and John Bean led | 


Gayre, Robert 


Eccentrically styled as Lieutenant- 


Colonel Robert Gayre of Gayre and Nigg, 
this heraldically-inclined Scotsman is 
one of the leading proponents of the new 


he was. 


_in the openly-fasci 


- openly-nazi- 


“academic” racism which seeks to give a 


scientific gloss to racist and hierarchical _ 


ideas. Gayre’s career in this field — 
stretches back to before the war, when _ 


(in 1939) he visited Hitler's favourite race _ 
theorist, Hans Gunther, in Berlin, whose - 
ideas had a strong influence yn 
early book Teuton and Slav on the Polish 
Frontier, which promoted ideas of Aryan 
superiority. After the war, Gayre 
contrived to preserve a_ respectable 
facade as Professor of Anthropology at 
Saugor University in India, while 
becoming active in organisations like the 
Candour League (founded by the NF’s _ 
first Chairman, Mosleyite A.K. 
Chesterton). He was an “expert” witness 
at the 1968 Lewes trial of five members of 
the Racial Preservation Society for 
contravention of the Race Relations Act. 
But his main activity has been as editor 
of the respectable-looking Mankind 
Quarterly, which popularises racist ideas, 
which position he passed on to Roger 
Pearson in 1968 (Pearson was later the 
leader of the American chapter of the 
anti-semitically-infiltrated World Anti- 
Communist League). In early 1984, Gayre 
appeared as a sponsor of Joy Mason's 
group WISE, which links right-wing 
Conservative racists with the spony 
fascist and nazi groups. : 


Gilbert, Oliver 


If any one man is particularly emocined : 
with the National Front’s perennial tactic 
of infiltration of and recruitment from 
the Conservative Party and its satellite 
organisations, it is Oliver Gilbert of 


Sussex, who has devoted much of his _ 


energies since the war to participating in 


genuine organisations (like the Worthing _ 


Debating Society) and blatant fronts — 
(such as the East Anglia Forum and the _ 
Sussex Forum) to put across racist and 
fascist ideas in “mock parliament” 


situations. This strategy was outlined in _ 


a remarkably open letter Gilbert wrote to. 
the then NF journal Spearhead in — 
December 1969, when Gilbert announced © 


his belief “that the Conservative Party 


can be made far more right-wing by the 
infiltration tactics now operated by men 
like myself who for years have been 
members of the Conservative party and 
who put over the policy of the NF at 
ward meetings of their local 


Conservative associations”. In the same _ 


letter, Gilbert proudly announced that “| 
am not a member of the Monday Club” 


en the grounds that “they are not right- _ 


wing enough for me”, an opinion 
confirmed by Gilbert's extensive history __ 
right. In the 1930s, | 


British nazi group aed - 
imperial Fascist League), advertising his 


_ e@lectrician’s busi 


_—, firms left 


: of the shor-ived but 
National Socialist — 

Movement, before retiring to Sussex and _ 

a career of infiltration and abe ment 


from the disaffected Tory ranks. 
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MARTIN Webster’s Our Nation 
group launched last January, a 
year after his unceremonious 
expulsion from the National Front, 
marks a significant departure from 
the tactics and strategy adopted by 
a succession of right-wing groups 
in this country over the last thirty 
years. 

Underlying it is an assessment of the 
objective conditions for far right growth 
which stands in complete contrast to the 
prospects for success upon which nazi 
groups have based their efforts for almost 
three decades. Until now, they have always 
believed that with the right combination of 
leadership, policies and tactics, a massive 
growth in the popularity of far right politics 
was definitely on the cards, and that the 
party which achieved that magical mixture 
would sweep all before it. 

Our Nation, under the firm guiding hand 
of Webster, has made a quite new 
assessment of the far right’s potential: he 
argues that there is no longer any realistic 
prospect of building a mass movement. To 
attempt to do so would be an error not 
simply because there is no room for another 
party alongside the National Front, but 
because there is not even room for one 
on the political scene today. As a ‘‘party 
political mass movement’’ he concludes, 
the Front itself has failed utterly. 

His solution is a ‘back to the bunker’ 
alternative. In a keynote contribution to a 
meeting of Our Nation’s ‘Circle of 
Founders’ in January, Webster outlined his 
new approach. ‘‘There are two kinds of 
movement which make history’’ he said, 
‘“‘mass movements which catch history at a 
unique moment and stampede enormous 
numbers of people in the same direction for 
long enough to crash through to power, and 
movements of elites who devote themselves 
to influencing those who have power and to 
introducing their associates into positions 
of power — or, at least, the paths that lead 
to positions of power’’. 


Pe 





Sometimes even your best friends won't tell you. Webster and Dior in the old days. 


And this is the path proposed by Webster 
and adopted enthusiastically by Our 
Nation. At a series of planning meetings, 
his followers thrashed out the choice 
between a public, would-be popular 
political party, and a pressure group, tightly 
structured, highly disciplined and extremely 
selective about who it recruits. 

The exposure of Webster’s key lieutenant 
Denis Pirie as a senior civil servant at the 
Department of Trade and Industry, coming 
as Webster was in the throes of organising 
this new strategy, only served to highlight 
their aim of ‘‘influencing those who have 
power’’. 

To develop it, Our Nation plans to direct 
its efforts towards graduate recruits; in 
Webster’s words, ‘‘Young men and women 
who are bound for, or are at, university 
because these are the people who are 
destined to exercise power’’. He explained 
to his members, ‘‘Getting an intelligent 
booklet into the hands of every single 
‘freshman’ at a university is worth more 


Pacther to our discussions last Sunday afternoon, I submit for your consider- 


ation names of persons who I feel may be of value as associates. 


If you 


wish to register an objection against any of the following you must do so in 


In the event 


writing in time to be received by me by Saturdey 16th February. 
of any name herein having already been dealt wi as unday, last Sunday's 


decision will be upheld. 


You are asked to make and retain carbon or photo- 


copies of all correspondence to me or other I.C. colleagues and to bring all 
such current correspondence copies with you to I.C. gatherings. 


1. I. Avery (Edmonton); 2. 
4. H. Barker* (Rochdale); 


7. P. Berbridge* peosieny tate Black 
10. R&. Bramwell* 
(Cheadle); 13. 


Oxford); 
S. Chaney (Islington); 
Cordrey ——— 16. N. 

Davison (Wolverhampton) ; 
21. J. Gaster (Ealing); 
24. C. Hopewell (Wandsworth) ; 
field); 27. 
Lovell (Lewisham); 
32. C. Neil (Nottingham) ; 
worthy s- 95isS's 
(Bromley); 38. I. 
Roberts (Porest Gate); 
13. D. South* (Waltlrunstowe)' 44. [. 
(liove); 46. 
(Lewisham); 48. E. Williams frutney); 
50. G. Woodward (iewport); 1. R. 
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S. Attree (Putney); 3. 
5. P. Barker* 


ll. J.. Broadfield (Birmingham); 12. 
14. _D. 
Cousins (Deal); 17. M. Cowley (Sale); 18. R. 
19. P. Dearman aera o 20. T. Ebbs (Blackburn); 
22. P. Gray (Wandsworth 

25. D. Hughes* (Hereford); 26. S. Hook (En- 
P. Kane* (Wolverhampton) ; 
30. T. Morgan (Berkhamstead); 31. M. Mosedale (Walsall); 
33. 7. Norman* (Hackney) ; 
O'Hoyan (Hampstead); 36. 
Pearson (Rotherham); 
41. D. Scott (Clapham); 
Steven* (fltham); 45. R. 
R. (de Jonsh) Yagzenaar (footing /Spalding) 
49. M. Woodbridvet (Stevenaye); 


Young * (Kensington). (I.B.:*= +spouse),. 





Our Nation's ‘hit list’ of prospective “associates”. 


E. Adamson (Blackburn); 
rateaas 6. C. Baugh (Cannock); 

Lewisham); 9. J. Blanks (Wallington) 
R. Chadfield 


Clark (Manchester); 15. J. 


; 23. A. Hanson* (Blackpool); 


28. P. Lindsay (Crawley); 29. W. 
34. R. Noyce (Wands- 
J. Page (SW10); 37. G. Parker 
39. J. Polsue (Hove); 40. J. 

42. A. Sharman (Leicester); 
Verrall 


47. J. Webster* 





than leafleting a thousand council estates, 
even if only one or two students are 
recruited to our cause’’. 

To guarantee the quality of Our Nation 
recruits, the group has adopted a ‘black- 
balling’ system whereby any individual 
proposed for ‘associateship’ can be 
excluded by a ‘no’ vote from any member 
of the ‘Council of Founders’. So far, four 
candidates proposed by Webster himself 
have been ruled out by this procedure: Don 
South, Ian Steven and their wives. 

Amongst those approved, however, were 
the veteran racist campaigner Joy Page, 
tearing herself away from WISE and the 
Immigration Control Association; 
revisionist publisher Anthony Hancock 
from Brighton; and Birmingham League of 
St George activist Richard Knight. 

Also being canvassed are revisionist 
‘historian’ Richard (Harwood) Verrall, and 
synagogue arsonist John Gaster. 

To develop its more up-market image (it 
wants to recruit ‘family-type’ members as 
well as students) Our Nation has begun a 
series of dinners; is planning a quarterly 
magazine; and will soon launch a ‘cultural’ 
front organisation called the Institute for 
Contemporary Nationalist Studies 
(ICONS). The dinners (tickets suitably 
priced to exclude NF type riff-raff) are 
intended to feature well-known, articulate 
figures on the far right as guest speakers 
(although none have appeared so far), while 
the magazine will be mailed free to 
newspaper editors, academics and the 


media. 

With this more respectable approach 
comes a savage indictment of the 
constituency to which the Front — and 
Webster — so enthusiastically addressed 
themselves in recent years: the white 


working class. Webster makes it clear that 
he has no intention of competing with the 
NF in the Strasserite stakes, and his view 





expressed at the January founders’ meeting 
is worth quoting at length: 

‘““We subscribed to the myth that the 
impetus for the movement for national 
salvation is going to come from the masses, 
in particular from that section of society 
known as ‘the white working class’. 

“For a variety of reasons, the original, 
decent, ‘family’ kind of member which the 
NF had at its formation and for about five 
years thereafter began to drift away, and 
because we placed emphasis on the need to 
maintain numbers of members rather than 
quality of members, we allowed in an 
increasing scummy yobbo element which 
had a very low or no political motivation at 
all, but merely sought to use us for the kind 
of thrills which they otherwise seek to 
obtain by following football clubs. Now the 
NF is indelibly associated in the minds of 
the public — as was the British Movement 
in its declining days — as being the 
movement of the hooligan inner-city 
working class. 

“This is why I am opposed to us 
involving ourselves in any campaign to 
support those tenants in East End council 
estates who face eviction on account of 
‘racial harassment’ of immigrant tenants. I 
did not see the recent TV Eye programme in 
question — but I have spoken to numerous 
people who have — and I gain the 
impression that the family which is at the 
centre of the affair in Newham are 


obviously an appalling rabble. To be seen 
associating with them would do no cause 
the slightest good — on the contrary, it 
would do harm. What cause can advance 
itself on the basis that it is the champion of 


The first public meeting of Martin 
Webster’s new elite organisation, 
Our Nation, opened on 4 May with 
Graham John complaining that his 
car had been sprayed with paint 
and calling for revenge on the 
Jews. It was not quite the polished 
style Webster had hoped for. 

The meeting was held in the Assembly 
Room of Central Hall, Westminster. 
Former NF activist Graham John had 
booked it as a meeting to discuss the 
launching of a new magazine. The room 
holds 112 people, but when the meeting 
started it was less than half full. 

Although the meeting was described as 
public, Webster could not quite discard the 
secrecy of Our Nation’s beginnings. People 
attending first had to make their way to 
Caxton Hall, where they were redirected to 
Central Hall. 

On the platform was a particularly 
uninspiring crowd. Graham John was in the 
chair and speakers included James Sneath, 
a south London NF activist; Terry Denville- 
Faulkner, a second-rate actor and friend of 
Bee Carthew; and Bruce McElholum, a 
close personal friend of elderly anti-semitic 
activist Ken Guichard. McElholum, a foul- 
mouthed Australian, was the worst of this 





OUR NATION 


BCM Box 5106, London, WC1 N3XX. 


SWE'RE STILL BEING SWAMPED, MRS THATCHER!" 
You are earnestly invited to attend an important 
private meeting to consider the looming race crisis. 


DATE: 2.00 p.m., SATURDAY 15TH JUNE. 
CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, SW1. 
(3 minutes from St. James Underground 


pat WEBSTER Sore 


VENUE: 
SPEAKERS : 
reat (Brent) 

PETER BARKER (Rochdale) 
Right of admission reserved. No Press will be 
admitted. Entry fee: 50p. If you wish to reserve 


a place/s at the meeting, please complete and return 
the form overleaf immediately. 


This meeting has been called in response to mounting 
evidence that Britain faces renewed spasms of multi- 
racial horror. As inter-racial strife in Britain's 
cities imvreases... 


* Pamils from Sri Lanke, posing as ae fly 
into Britain at a rate of 250+ & day! 


* Old Army camps are being opened up to receive 
thousands more Vietnamese 'Boat People' to join 
‘the "20,000" who have settled since 1979. 


* As Hong Kong reverts to Red China, huge numbers 
of Chinese are starting to assert their ‘right! 
to come to Britain. Millions may be involved! 


* A European ‘court’ has ordered that female aliens 
in Britain must be given the same righi to bring 
in their 'relations' as male aliens. 


Be _ of ae sation believe that British patriots of 
Zor om and co-operation Ww: each other wi 
Tiew to a Our people from apathy and tio. 
TIS IS YOU AND A SELECT NUMBER OF OTHER 
Saetoes HA HAVE BEEN INVITED TO THE 15TH JUNE MEETING. 
EXZASE MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BE THERE! ih 
fover sw 


Internal leaflet advertising Our Nation's 
most recent get together at Central Hall, 
Westminster. 


criminal class scum? In view of our 
experiences with the National Front, we 
would be deluding ourselves if we think we 
can make serious progress by devoting 
ourselves to rooting around the rubbish 
dumps and gutters of inner city council 
estates. 

“Let the NF’s leadership do that’’. 

But all has not been plain sailing for the 
former Front leader’s new _ brainchild. 


motley crew that took as its subject 
Britain’s enemies — who they are and how 
to fight them. No prizes for guessing it was 
the Jews they were on about. 

In the audience were a number of 
Guichard’s friends including Antonia 
Pattison and Peter Gray. Also present were 
Ruby Ashton, John Donegan with his wife, 
John Roberts and Gerry Viner. 

After the preliminary speakers had got 
the audience in the right anti-semitic mood 
it was Webster’s turn to speak. Rambling 
on without notes for nearly an hour, he 
talked about building an ‘elite’, a ‘broeder 
bond’ (brotherhood), and going for a 
student and graduate membership. He was 
somewhat peeved at the loss of the shop in 
Bloomsbury they had hoped to lease, but 
said they would go ahead with the magazine 
Our Nation. To this end he requested funds 
for the first issue. He wanted £400 and got 
£450. 

But soon he came under fire from the 
younger element on the floor of the hall 
who wanted to know who needed such a 
journal when the National Front had 
Nationalism Today. 

Someone else asked why Our Nation 
should succeed when David Irving’s Focal 
Point had failed. Webster replied that Focal 
Point was shabby and Irving a one-man 


Meetings have often been turgid affairs and 
promised speakers have failed to turn up. 
Plans for a West End headquarters fell 
through when Searchlight was leaked 
details of his ruse to fool estate agents into 
hiring him offices in Bloomsbury. Already 
a witch hunt has begun to track down the 
Searchlight ‘moles’ who, Webster believes, 
are reporting back on his every move. And 
the old, old problem of his own unpleasant 
and overbearing personality has started to 
loom large. In March, Webster had to 
circulate an apology to his ‘Council’ 
members following a ‘‘not particularly 
successful’? meeting of the ‘Inner Circle’. 
‘*I wish to apologise to all in attendance’’, 
he wrote to them, ‘‘but especially to Peter 
Williams, for a bad-tempered outburst 
from myself shortly before the meeting was 
called to order. I regret that the strain of the 
past 16 months has taken its toll of my very 
limited reserves of tolerance’ 

Webster’s one success story so far is 
finance. Not only are meetings regularly 
raising hundreds of pounds in collections, 
but he has cornered the lucrative support of 
French perfume heiress Francoise Dior, a 
longstanding national socialist who in 
recent years has switched from arson 
attacks on synagogues to bankrolling 
hopeful new nazi operations. 

The former wife of Britain’s nazi 
godfather Colin Jordan, Dior is especially 
close to Denis and Carol Pirie, veterans 
with both her and Webster of the glory days 
in Jordan’s National Socialist Movement. 

Clearly there are some sorts of scum that 
Webster still does not mind being 
associated with. 





Members of Webster's new elite — Ken 
Guichard and Bruce ‘Dingo’ McElholum. 
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band who wanted to stay that way. 

By now Webster had lost his grip. The 
younger element started to leave and the 
older participants were typified by James 
Sneath, fast asleep at Webster’s side. Only 
a very small proportion of the audience 
seemed keen to continue the agony at the 
buffet that evening where, according to 
Webster, they would be able to meet Denis 
Pirie and his wife Carol. 

Carol Pirie has become the latest martyr 
after losing her job with a German 
company when the disclosures about her 
husband appeared recently in the Daily 
Mirror and Searchlight. It seems that the 
firm did not want any connexion with nazis 
and she was swiftly booted out. 

John Donegan and his wife now seem to 
be taking on the brunt of the Our Nation 
work load. At their home in Camden Road, 
North London, the lights are burning day 
and night as Our Nation supporters rush to 
complete the first issue of their magazine, 
which will be left in students’ pigeon holes 
in colleges at dead of night, if, as seems 
highly likely, they cannot sell it. 





Policeman’s friend Graham John in relaxed mood. 











NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ SILVER BADGE OF THUGGERY 


The British National Party booked a meeting at a 
Plymouth hotel under the name of the Silver 
Badge Association. During the meeting an Anti 
Nazi League protestor was beaten up by BNP 
stewards. Fighting began as BNP chairman John 
Tyndall started to speak about ‘‘the shame of 
white women who married coloured men’’. 
Hecklers were set upon by BNP stewards. 

Mr Pascal Naneix, manager of the Novotel 
hotel, said the BNP would certainly not be 
allowed back. (Western Daily Press, Bristol 
6.5.85.) 


@ FASCISTS ATTACK COMMUNIST 
CENTRE 


The National Front have been blamed for an 
attack on the Communist Party office in Luton. 
NF stickers and leaflets were left behind after the 
attack on the building in Crawley Green Road. 
The ground floor windows and the glass in the 
front door were shattered in the attack. (Luton 
News 10.5.85.) 


@ CONSERVATIVE STUDENT MONSTERS 


Warwick University Conservative students have 
produced an offensive song book, which calls, 
among other things, for the murder of Greenham 
peace women. The Warwick Monsters Song 
Book also attacks miners and homosexuals, and 
crows over the deaths of Argentine sailors in the 
General Belgrano. The front cover carries a 
picture of Mrs Thatcher. 

Twenty five MPs have signed a Commons 
motion condemning publication of the book. 
Tory MP Peter Bruinvels said: ‘“The Warwick 
University Association should be disbanded. It 
has sunk to the gutter’’. (Birmingham Evening 
Mail 16.5.85; Birmingham Post 13.5.85.) 


@ ALDERSON WARNS OF FASCISM 


John Alderson, former Chief Constable of 
Devon and Cornwall, has warned that a 
resurgence of 1930s style fascism could hit 
Britain. He said that a Mosley Blackshirts style 
organisation could reappear, and lead to clashes 
between extreme Right and Left. There were 
limits to the amount of social injustice people 
would put up with, he said, and called for 
Parliamentary reforms, including proportional 
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representation, and a Bill of Rights. (Herald 
Express, Torquay 15.5.85.) 


@ FASCIST ART WALL DEMOLISHED 


A Democracy Wall for Cardiff, which contained 
statements by the National Front, has been 
demolished. The wall, constructed by two 
American artists, contained statements from five 
organisations, including CND, the National 
Front, Alcoholics Anonymous, the Family 
Planning Association, and the National 
Cleansing Campaign. The wall was not up for 
long before parts were ripped down by people 
offended by the NF and NCC statements. Some 
people felt the alterations were a form of 
democratic comment, but the exhibition 
organiser said there was a responsibility to the 
artists. (Western Mail 8.5.85.) 


@ NO FUN AT BURNTWOOD 


The National Front have been blamed for 
violence at a rock concert at Burntwood 
Recreation Centre. During the fighting fans 
fought with steel bars, sticks, and an axe. A gas 
cylinder exploded. 

As a result of the fighting, promoters Fun 
Factory, who organised the event, have been 
banned from the venue. Peter McKenzie, of Fun 
Factory, said the trouble started with an NF 
member attacked a black roadie of The Meteors 
group. Eight people, from London, Leicester 
and Nottingham, including Meteors’ lead singer, 
Paul French, were treated at Walsall General 
Hospital. (Lichfield Mercury, Staffs 10.5.85.) 


@ NF OPPOSE PEACE CENTRE 


A Peace Centre has opened in North Finchley, 
London. The Centre is based at the Friends 
Meeting House in Alexander Grove, and consists 
of a library and meeting hall. 

Two National Front hecklers attempted to 
disrupt the opening of the Centre, but left after 
15 minutes. They shouted ‘‘Freedom has to be 
fought for’’ and ‘‘No to Cruise, No to CND, 
independent deterrent for Britain’’. 

Paul Nash, spokesman for Enfield and Barnet 
NF, said their presence at the meeting was the 
first action in a campaign against ‘‘anti-British 
elements’’ in Barnet. (Barnet Press 16.5.85; 
Finchley Times 16.5.85.) 





Despite John Tyndall's efforts to recruit a 
better class of nazi, old, more uncouth 
habits die hard, even amongst recent 
recruits. These upstanding fellows were 
pictured at the BNP’s recent abortive 
Plymouth “rally”. 
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Anti-Semite 
Abaza surfaces 


A man calling himself Ibrahim of 
Nablus sold copies of the Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion within the precincts 
of Regents Park Mosque, the Jewish 
Chronicle reported in May. 

Ibrahim Abaza is well known to 
Searchlight as a contact of Colin 
Jordan’s National Socialist Movement 
in 1962. He has continuing contacts with 
publishers and printers of anti-semitic 
material including the Hancock family 
of Sussex. 

Abaza, a Palestinian, is known in 
Arab circles for his anti-Jewish activities 
and it is believed that this is not the 
first time he has embarrassed his co- 
religionists by his antics. 





INTERNATIONAL 


cele), jeri el) am 








WEST GERMANY 


Extreme right to 
attend rally 


The ultra-rightist National Democratic 
Party has announced its intention to 
attend a rally of Silesian exiles which is 
to be addressed by the West German 
Chancellor. 

Several hundred of its supporters, it was 
announced, would distribute a special 
edition of its paper calling for the 
reunification of Germany. 

The Silesian Exiles’ Organisation, which 
has links with Chancellor Kohl’s Christian 
Democrats, has recently published an 
article in its paper calling for the invasion of 
Eastern Europe by the West German army 
and another accusing the Allies of using 
nazi policies towards the Jews as an excuse 
to “‘campaign against a revived and 
strengthened Germany’’. Kohl’s decision to 
address the exile rally has generated much 
controversy. 


Nazis growing 


The most recent Government annual report 
on West German extremism reports that the 
number of neo-nazi groups has more than 
doubled in 1984, from 16 to 34, with a total 
membership of 22,000. They had been 
responsible for 74 violent incidents and 
confidential information indicated that 
some were engaged in plans to launch 


terrorist attacks. 


USA 


Klan links with 
contras 


Recently released from prison after 
serving a 3 year sentence for his role in 
a conspiracy to invade the Caribbean 
island of Dominica, Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan leader Don Black has 
announced details of a plan to create a 
Klan unit to aid the Nicaraguan 
contras. 

Named after the original 19th Century 
Klan founder, the Nathan Bedford Forrest 


Brigade is intended to be 120 strong. 
Pointing to the American invasion of 
Grenada and the Reagan Government’s 
involvement with the contras, Black 
declared that his involvement in the 
Dominica affair was no more illegal and 
that he was the victim of ‘‘double 
standards’’. 


Rightist pressure 
to drop nazi hunt 


The World Jewish Congress has 
denounced as anti-semitic a campaign 
by Eastern European emigre 
organisations to close down the section 
of the Justice Department responsible 
for prosecuting nazi war criminals and 
collaborators. 

Attacking the Office of Special 
Investigations (OSI) for co-operating with 
the Soviet Union in the use of documents 
and witnesses, the frequently ultra-right 
emigres’ campaign has received important 
support from New Right journalist Patrick 
Buchanan, recently appointed White House 
director of communications. Buchanan has 
accused the OSI of receiving ‘‘guidance 
from the KGB’’ and called for its abolition. 


Joan of Arc Day 


A CROWD of 15,000 assorted 
members of the French far-right took 
part in this year’s traditional Joan of 
Arc Day celebrations on 12 May. 

The cortege was headed by Jean Marie Le 
Pen’s Front National, followed by 
Malliarakis and his MNR _ (National 
Revolutionary Movement) and a whole 
assortment of nationalist, royalist, Catholic 
integrist and Petainist groups, including 
L’oeuvre Francaise, The Petain-Verdun 
Association, Catholic Counter Reform, 
The Young Pieds Noirs Association, 
L’Union et Cercle Legitimiste and 
Chretienité Solidarité 

Among the ranks of the FN was Edward 
Frederic Dupont MP, until recently with 
the RPR group and now with the FN (under 
the French system, an MP can switch 
parties mid-term without having to stand 
for re-election). Another recent recruit 
present was the infamous Pierre Sergent, 


ex-OAS leader and until recently with the 
CNIP (Federation of self-employed and 
small farmers), the far-right umbrella 
group. 


@In Valence, five FN members were 
arrested after a series of provocative 
attacks aimed no doubt at stirring up 
retaliatory actions. They had attacked their 
own buildings and daubed walls with anti- 
French and pro-Arab slogans. Several such 
incidents have taken place throughout 
France in recent months. 


@ Le Pen has lost his libel case against the 
Canard Enchainé newspaper, which 
claimed he had taken part in tortures during 
the Algerian War of Independence. 


Votes for 
immigrants 
denounced by Front 


Following President Mitterrand’s statement 
that immigrants should be allowed to vote 
in local elections, the mayor of a small 
French town, Mons-en-Baroeul, has 
encouraged immigrants to vote in the 
town’s local election. 

Voting was restricted to choosing three 
immigrant representatives without full 
voting powers on the council but it was still 
enough to enrage the National Front, 150 
of whose supporters demonstrated outside 
the town hall. In a radio broadcast, Front 
leader Jean-Marie Le Pen said the election 
was unconstitutional and that giving the 
vote to immigrants represented a Socialist 
attempt to rely on foreigners to save it from 
electoral defeat. 

Elsewhere, in a Front demonstration in 
Paris, masked youths carried placards 
praising imprisoned Gestapo chief Klaus 
Barbie. 


Gaullist killers jailed 


Six members of the Gaullist paramilitary 
group, SAC (Civic Action Service) have 
been imprisoned for terms from 15 years to 
life for the murder of the organisation’s 
Marseilles section chief and his family. The 
brutal murders, carried out in 1981, shortly 
after the Socialist election victory, were to 
stop Jacques Massie, a former policeman, 
from giving information to the authorities 
about the French right’s involvement in 
illegal activities. 
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The loneliness 


Most fascist publications have a mercifully 
short life. Titles come and go, normally 
permutating the words ‘nationalism’ or 
‘nation’. Martin Webster’s Our Nation is 
bidding to replace the National Front’s 
New Nation, which itself is only in its sixth 
issue, according to Nationalism Today. 
And so on. 

However, there are a few long runners in this 
very muddy field. Incredibly enough Oswald 
Mosley’s old magazine Action is still running, or 
at least hobbling. Its contents are so 
monotonous, that we hesitate to trouble our 
readers with the news that Sir O’s speech in 1937 
is just what the country needs to hear today. 
Another geriatric publication is Candour, 
founded by A.K. Chesterton, who before the war 
was Mosley’s right hand man, and later was to be 
first chairman of the National Front. After its 
founder’s death in 1973, Candour, like Action, 
became a memorial to the greatness of a failed 
leader. Issue after issue reprinted slabs of A.K.’s 
prose. However, recently the ageing Candour has 
received vitamin pills, in the form of support 
from some of the young would-be intellectuals 
and must-be nasties gathered around the 
National Front. 

All this is by way of introduction to John 
Tyndall’s Spearhead, which is now entering the 
class of veteran fascist publication. Originally 
established back in the 1960s, when Tyndall still 
publicly quoted from Mein Kampf with his arm 
raised at an angle of one hundred and forty-five 
degrees, Spearhead passed the seventies as the 
main journal of the National Front. The eighties, 
on the other hand, see Tyndall as the leader of 
the increasingly insignificant British National 
Party, whose arms are only raised in the old 
salute in private. Most of his fading energies 
seem to be spent in writing long boring pieces for 
his personal organ. 

And the articles seem to be getting longer and 
more boring, if the last two issues are anything to 
judge. March’s issue starts appealingly; it has a 
pretty Aryan baby gurgling happily on its cover. 
Perhaps it is baby Marina, the tangible product 
of Tyndall’s late and Kampf-filled marriage. As 
Tyndall’s band of supporters dwindles, so he has 
to fill his magazine with family snapshots, his 
own meandering thoughts or with reprinted 
pieces from other publications. 

In March’s issue, only three short of the two 
hundredth issue, the reprints are plentiful. There 
is a piece from On Target, the publication of the 
British League of Rights: in this Donald Martin, 
the League’s well connected leader, looks at the 
banking system. For years the League of Rights 
has publicly pretended to the sort of 
respectability, which will always elude Tyndall. 
Martin shares the pages of Spearhead with 
‘Robert’ Brady, whose article praising fascism 
first appeared in the Hitler-loving pages of 
National Review. Then there is an anti-semitic 
little extract from the American publication 
Instauration. 

Even with these borrowings, there is a gaping 
hole needing to be filled by the words of Leader 
Tyndall. In March it is the topic of ‘decadence’ 
which is to be the space-filler. We start off with a 
few references to Oswald Spengler’s Decline of 
the West. Not just a man of destiny is John 
Tyndall, but a well read scholar. And a thinker 
too. Spengler didn’t quite know how to define 
‘decadence’, but the failed leader of the NF does: 


14 





Small but perfectly formed fiihrer, John 
Tyndall, leading his small but perfectly 
formed party (out of picture). 


“Decadence is the spirit of abdication from 
struggle’. And what we need is more Kampf, 
Kampf, Kampf. 

There are some pieces of vintage Tyndall: ‘‘No 
better picture of the abandonment of personal 
pride and dignity can be found than the picture 
of mature Europeans gyrating their bodies 
around a dance floor in imitation of the latest 
Negroid rhythm’’, These non-European rhythms 
aren’t a patch on “‘the sound of a Royal Marines 
band on the march’’. But enough of the aesthetic 
theories of the Great Man, and on to his main 
point of the month: the root cause of decadence. 

Tyndall’s theory, and he is sure that Spengler 
would agree, is that decadence is caused by pity: 
“If I were to be asked to put the finger on the 
one impulse that lies at the root of this decadence 
I would unhesitatingly say that it is the impulse 
of pity’’. Tyndall hears throughout the 
discordant sounds of modern life the pity- 
pattering of liberal weakness. 

All this pity is a far cry from the hard life 
Tyndall knew as a lad: ‘‘We had to walk 
distances for our daily wants. We had to provide 
for our own amusement in our evenings’. And 
best of all, ‘‘our working classes’’ (oh yes, he 
really believes they were his) ‘‘had to sweat to 
earn a living’’. And today what we need for our 
daily wants, amusements and working classes is a 
bit of discipline and lashings of strong 
leadership. 

The only enjoyment to be gained from reading 
two consecutive issues of Spearhead is to read the 
letters column of the second. Following any 
prolonged Tyndall outburst in the first issue, 
there is a predictable response in the second. 
Turning to April’s letters, we find Mr Lester of 
Dorset exclaiming: ‘‘Congratulations on your 
powerful article on Spengler in March’s issue!’’ 





of the long distance fihrer 


Then there’s Mr Ellis from Dundee declaring 
that ‘‘in your excellent article Spengler Revisited 
last month you reasoned quite correctly ... 
blah-blah-predictably-blah’’. 

April’s issue sees Tyndall taking stock of the 
achievements of the British National Party. It’s a 
short article, of course. The main achievement 
seems to be that the party has ‘“‘no ruling 
‘committee’, only an individual leader’’, who 
can be trusted to lead pitilessly. And this break- 
through would never have been possible ‘‘had 
the party been run ‘democratically’ ”’. 

The big space-filler in April’s issue (to be 
applauded in May’s) is a pitiless exposure of 
democracy by the Great Leader. He has no truck 
with all this shilly-shallying with ballot boxes; 
Hitler, Mussolini and Franco showed the way to 
win ‘‘overwhelming popular consent’’. 
Moreover, voting often ensures that the wrong 
people get to power: ‘‘any ignoramus can get 
elected onto town councils and to parliament’’. 
Real leaders, who know their Spengler, on the 
other hand are confined to editing magazines in 
Sussex. There must be something wrong with the 
system which permits this manifestly absurd state 
of affairs to exist. So what we need is a society 
with ‘‘firm direction — a direction not changed 
every five minutes by changes in political 
leadership’’. 

In this, as in so much else, the miniscule 
British National Party is showing the way. My 
goodness, it does not change its leader all the 
time. Having found the right man, it sticks to its 
choice. And thank goodness it hasn’t recruited 
too many new members, who wouldn’t be able to 
recognise true leadership. Therefore, the BNP 
has decided that ‘‘it would lay much more 
emphasis on the aim of achieving a high 
QUALITY of membership instead of striving for 
brute force of numbers’’. 

Well, if you can’t lead the masses, at least you 
can convince yourself that you head a small, but 
pitiless, elite. When John Tyndall looks back 
over his life as a failed fascist, he can console 
himself with one thought: his band of faithful 
followers may be small, but the more’s the pity. 


Don Martin. 


CARF was previously an independent paper which grew out of the confederation of London's anti 
racist/anti-fascist groups. CARF (now produced by a Collective) since December 1979 has had a 
monthly section in Searchlight in which important matters in the anti-racist fight are analysed and 
discussed. 


Cartons SAIN 
RACISM & FASCISM 








PUBLIC ORDER 
AND ANTI-RACISM 


It’s now five years since the fledgling 
government of Mrs Thatcher published 
its Green Paper on Public Order, in 
response to the National Front meeting 
and police riot in Southall in April 
1979. It has now (May 1985) published 
a White Paper on the same theme, 
containing proposed new laws on 
demonstrations. In the meantime, the 
level of racist violence on the streets, 
the housing estates, schools and 
football terraces has escalated wildly as 
NF youth magazines extol the policy of 
the boot and keep league tables of 
violent football clubs. Racist attacks, 
arson and murders have become 
commonplace. How does the new 
White Paper face up to the increased 
racial violence? 


No bans 


The government follows’ the 
recommendation of the Green Paper in 
refusing to ban marches on the ground that 
they are likely to stir up racial hatred. It 
accepts the argument that such a ban could 
create ‘‘martyrs for free speech’’ and that it 
could lead to some groups being 
automatically prohibited from all public 
processions, since ‘‘it could be held that the 
notoriety of their views itself constitutes an 
insult and a provocation to ethnic and 
religious minorities’’. Similarly, the 
government refuses to contemplate banning 
meetings in halls, such as NF election 
‘meetings, or even requiring them to move 
to less ‘sensitive’ areas. 

As a sop to those in the Tory party who 
believe that racism is counter-productive, 
the incitement to racial hatred provisions 
are extended to catch people who produce 
or possess racist material with a view to 
publication or distribution and remove the 
exemption on racist material distributed to 
members of an association. It makes 
prosecutions slightly easier in theory, by 
saying an offence can be committed if the 
material or words were likely or intended to 
stir up racial hatred, and by giving police 
powers of search, seizure and confiscation 
of racist material. The prosecution will still 
have to show that the words or material 
were threatening, abusive or insulting — 
not too easy, since Industrial Tribunals 
have held that words like ‘wog’ are 
perfectly acceptable terms. It will be 
interesting to see with what zeal the police 


enforce these new provisions. 


Racist attack as ‘disorderly 
conduct’ 


The only proposal that the government has 
come up with to deal with racist violence 
and harassment is to suggest a new offence 
of ‘disorderly conduct’, defined as 
“threatening, abusive or insulting 
behaviour which causes substantial alarm, 
harassment or distress’’. The government 
does not want to catch ‘‘conduct not 
deserving of criminal sanctions’’ and ‘‘any 
degree of annoyance or disturbance will not 
suffice’? — prosecutors have to show that 
the distress or alarm went over some 
acceptable limit before there can be a 
conviction. There is no power of arrest for 
the proposed offence; the police would 
have to go to a magistrate and get a warrant 
in order to arrest the perpetrators. Its total 
inadequacy and unenforceability makes this 
new provision itself an insult and 
provocation to black people whose lives are 
made intolerable by racists. In fact, it is far 
more likely to be used, as ‘sus’ was, to 
criminalise black youth. 


Pickets and demonstrations 


The government quotes its belief that ‘‘the 
reasonable exercise of freedom of 
expression should be protected, however 
unpleasant the views expressed’’, in support 
of its failure to deal adequately with fascist 
‘free speech’. It is also determined to 
protect the freedom of scabs to work and, 
in support of that freedom, gives the police 
new powers to impose conditions on ‘‘static 
demonstrations’’ to prevent the ‘“‘coercion 
of individuals’’. 

Conditions and directions the police will 
be able to impose, in advance or on the 
spot, will include limiting the size and the 
duration of the demonstration or picket, 
and moving it as far away as is necessary. 
People who disobey such directions will be 
arrested and fined up to £400, while the 
organisers, and anyone else who encourages 
disobedience, can be imprisoned for three 
months or fined up to £1,000. This 
provision’s primary purpose is to ban mass 
picketing, but is also aimed at anti-racist 
counter-demonstrations like those in 
Southall and Leicester in 1979, and scores 
since then. As it is, the policing of those 
demonstrations concentrates on protecting 
the fascists and moving anti-fascists away; 
in future, organisers of anti-racist counter- 


demonstrations will be easier to pick off 
and effective opposition to fascist meetings 
will become criminal. 

Strong and effective black marches, such 
as the Black People’s Day of Action march 
after the Deptford Fire, which marched 
through Central London in March 1981, 
and marches in support of the Bradford 12, 
the Newham 8 and the Newham 7, could 
also become criminal. Participants can be 
fined and their organisers sent to prison 
under the new provisions enabling police to 
impose conditions on the grounds of 
“likely serious disruption to the normal life 
of the community’’ — defined not in terms 
of members of the community being 
harassed or intimidated, but in terms of 
“traffic congestion ... or severe 
disruption suffered by pedestrians, business 
and commerce’’. This is designed to clear 
all marches and demonstrations out of the 
area in which they are often most effective 
— town and city centres — and to consign 
them to places and times when no one is 
around to watch, cheer, take heart or join 
in. 

Organisers of marches called without 
giving the police 7 days’ advance notice will 
also be criminalised under the new 
provisions — they could be fined up to £400 
unless they show that they notified police as 
soon as practically possible. Marches 
organised at very short notice, such as those 
called in Newham in 1981 in response to 
racist killings, will carry the risk of 
prosecution for the organisers. Single 
marches can also be banned and all 
participants subjected to arrest and 
prosecution — and, given the government’s 
refusal to ban marches on the grounds of 
racism, a local authority, on the police’s 
recommendation, could allow a_ small 
fascist march to proceed and ban a large 
counter-march. 


New offences 


The proposals for new offences, and new 
definitions for old ones, also make it easier 
for police and courts to control and punish 
anti-racist activity, black self-defence and 
protest against police behaviour. The newly 
defined offence of affray, for example, 
which carries three years’ imprisonment, 
could be tried by a magistrate instead of by 
a jury. The new offence of ‘violent 
disorder’, which carries five years’ 
imprisonment, could be committed by a 
group of demonstrators shouting ‘smash 
the fascists’, waving their fists and throwing 
coke tins. Swearing at a police officer, even 
from your own front garden, could be 
punished by six months’ imprisonment 
under the new definition of ‘threatening 
behaviour’. 

Predictably, there is no reference 
whatever to the concerns voiced over the 
past years about the massive over-policing 
of black people and anti-racist activities, or 
about the brutality displayed towards an 
ever-widening section of the population, 
including picketing miners. Although the 
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cost of policing ‘public order’ is decried, no 
suggestions are made that police should 
have to justify their numbers, equipment or 
methods used — indeed, the idea that 
participants in demonstrations should have 
to bear part of the cost is rejected on the 
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grounds that it ‘‘would give organisers a 
legitimate reason to demand to become 
involved in police planning for the 
demonstration, with the constraints that 
this would impose on police operational 
flexibility’’. This gives the lie to the notion 
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EUROPEAN COURT 


CONTROVERSY 





As Britain stands condemned of sex 
discrimination in its immigration rules 
by the international court, the three 
women who took the case — and 
thousands more — cannot yet celebrate 
their victory. For the verdict of the 
European court raises questions as to 
how the government will now deal with 
all who marry people of non-EEC 
nationalities. 

Mrs Abdulazez, Mrs Cabales and Mrs 
Balkandali had waited over four years for 
the court’s ruling. Mrs Abdulazez, a 
stateless woman who came to the UK from 
Malawi in 1977, met and married her 
husband, a Portuguese citizen of Indian 
origin, in 1979. Mrs Cabales came from the 
Philippines in 1967, and married in 1980. 
Mrs Balkandali came from Egypt in 1973 
and became a British citizen by marriage. 
After that marriage broke down, she met 
and married her present husband, a Turkish 
citizen. The husbands of the three women 
all applied for permission to stay with their 
wives here — or, in the case of Mr Cabales, 
to join her here, since they had married in 
the Philippines. All the men were refused. 
Their wives had not been born in the UK 
and the husbands were automatically 
disqualified from settling here with them, 
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by virtue of rules which came into force in 
1980. 

Before then, the rules had had a 
chequered history. The intention of all 
immigration acts from 1962 to 1971 was to 
cut down not just on the number of black 
people coming to Britain, but also those 
‘breeding’ in Britain. Thus, immigration 
acts (and especially that of 1971) cut all 
primary black immigration, i.e., 
immigration of male heads of households 
of working age. The idea was that if they 
could not come, neither would their wives 
and, therefore, no new black families 
would be created here. But what of those 
already here? 

Immigration since the 1971 Act has been 
restricted to the wives and children of those 
already resident here, and even they have to 
face stringent tests and scrutiny to get in. 
But women working and resident here do 
not have the same rights to bring in their 
spouses or fiancés. It was the Labour 
government, with Callaghan as Home 
Secretary, that decided in 1969 that 
husbands were only allowed in if they could 
show that exceptional hardship would be 
caused to the wife if they were not 
admitted. (In 1973 husbands with UK-born 
grandparents also qualified for admission.) 
The Labour government (which had first 
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banned husbands and fiancés) bowed to 
pressure in 1974 and relaxed the rules for 


foreign husbands from the 
Commonwealth. 
Then, in 1980, the Tories reversed the 


rule again to admit only husbands of UK- 
born wives. It was this rule change that 
caught the three women in the test-case, 
and thousands more. They went to the 
European Court, and claimed that the rules 
were racist, sexist and a breach of the right 
to respect for family life which was 
enshrined in the European Convention on 
Human Rights to which Britain is a 
signatory, but which has never been 
incorporated into British law. 


Insubstantial ties 


The government’s first argument against 
the women was that they had ‘insubstantial 
ties’ with Britain (one had lived here since 
1967, another was a British citizen) and no 
one was stopping them having a family life 
in their own or their husbands’ countries. 
That argument was accepted by the Court. 

The second argument was that foreign 
men posed a threat to the domestic labour 
market and, because of that, a threat to 
‘public tranquillity’ too. There were 
“‘strains on a multi-racial society imposed 
by past immigration and the continuing 
pressure to immigrate, particularly from the 
New Commonwealth and Pakistan’’, said 
the government lawyer. The Court accepted 
that Britain was entitled to restrict 
immigration to protect the domestic labour 
force at a time of high unemployment, but 
held that that did not justify the sex 


discrimination whereby wives have always 
been able to enter freely, while severe 
restrictions are imposed on husbands. 

The women’s claim of race 
discrimination, however, was rejected. The 
fact that fewer white people than others 
were affected by the rules was explained, 
according to the Court, by the 
preponderance of some ethnic groups 
among would-be immigrants, and it was 
reasonable for the government to draw a 
distinction between people born in the UK 
and others. 

Ironically, it was this aspect of the rule 
which had already been changed by the 
government in the light of the public outcry 
in Britain. In 1982, husbands of all British 
citizens were made eligible for entry, 


instead of only the husbands of women 
born here. But as a political guid pro quo, 
the infamous ‘primary purpose’ rule was 
introduced, whereby the couple has to 
prove that the main reason for the marriage 
is not for the husband to come and live in 
Britain before he is allowed in. Under this 
rule, about half of all the applications by 
foreign husbands (mainly from the Indian 
sub-continent) to join their wives here have 
been turned down. 

The rules are still discriminatory in that 
wives and fiancées of men settled here, 
whether or not British citizens, are allowed 
in freely, while husbands of British citizens 
have to pass the very restrictive test 
described above and husbands of women 
who are settled here but not citizens are still 


not allowed entry. In order to comply with 
the European Court’s ruling, the 
government will have to make changes, so 
that entry is either just as difficult for 
wives, or easier for husbands. 

Whichever way the government turns, it 
faces a rough ride. Tightening the rules for 
foreign wives will create a furore because so 
many of them tend to be white, including 
the wives of several prominent 
parliamentarians. Loosening the rules for 
foreign husbands will let loose all the rabid 
fury of the racist right, as happened in 1982 
when the changed foreign husbands rule 
was thrown out by a strange alliance of the 
racist right who thought it went too far and 
the opposition who thought it didn’t go far 
enough. 





When do Tamils entering Britain 
constitute a ‘flood’, an ‘influx’, a 
‘swamping’ threat? Presumably when 
a political decision is taken to deem 
them as such. 

In the course of one week in May, the 
Tamil question in Britain suddenly became 
acknowledged as one of momentous 
importance. 

On the Monday, we learned that Jeremy 
Corbyn MP had intervened to prevent 
deportation of two Tamil boys. But why 
was this suddenly newsworthy? Jeremy 
Corbyn had intervened on numerous 
occasions. The Home Office justified their 
‘tightening up’ on Tamils — increasing 
deportations, reducing the time to lodge 
appeals against them from 6 months to 24 
hours — with tales of hundreds of Tamils 
arriving over the previous weekend. But in 
1983, thousands of Tamils were arriving 
and comparisons were not made then to 
Ugandan Asian ‘hordes’. 

By Thursday, the Home Office decided 
to demand entry visas from Tamils — the 
first time such a demand was imposed on 
any Commonwealth country. 

The entry requirement itself is a cruel 
trick. For any young Tamil to queue up at 
the British Consulate in the Sinhalese 
capital of Colombo (itself a hazard) for a 
visa to leave the country is to court arrest 
(and interrogation under torture) as a 
terrorist or terrorist sympathiser — the very 
thing that has forced Tamil youth to seek 
refuge in Britain in the first place. 

One reason for the politicisation of the 
Tamil question and the blatant use of the 
media by the Home Secretary to win over 
public opinion was, no doubt, the ruling 
against Britain in the European Court 
proving discrimination in immigration law. 
The government was showing that it was 
still the hard-line party, the one that would 
keep the blacks out and protect the British 


way of life. But, more importantly, the 
issue has to be seen in the light of 
developments in Sri Lanka and the recent 
talks between Margaret Thatcher and 
President J.R. Jayawardene. 


Violence unleashed 


In 1983, when racist violence was 
unleashed against Tamils by government- 
sponsored Sinhalese thugs all over the 
island (and thousands lost their lives and 
homes), Sri Lanka’s international image 
suffered disastrously, as did its economy 
and, not least, its tourist trade. At that 
stage, thousands of Tamils, especially those 


that lived in the South, left. The 
professionals (many of the ‘Colombo’ 
Tamils are doctors, dentists, lawyers, 


teachers, etc.) went to Australia, Canada, 
USA and UK. The less prosperous fled to 
South India. Since then, J.R. decided to 
contain the Tamil problem to the 
traditional Tamil areas in the North and 
East of the island. There, his armed forces 
(trained by the Israeli MOSSAD and the 
British SAS), under the pretext of dealing 
with guerrilla fighters (who want a separate 
Tamil state), have been going on the 
rampage against innocent Tamil civilians. 

Every young man is suspected of being a 
‘terrorist? and subjected to continual 
checks, round ups, beatings, torture and 
murder by government forces. Endless 
reports from Amnesty International, the 
International Commission of Jurists and, 
more recently, the British Parliamentary 
Human Rights Group (May 1985) have 
condemned the atrocities of the army, navy 
and air force. Laws such as the Prevention 
of Terrorism Act and security measures, 
which have amongst other things declared 
the whole area around the coast to be out of 
bounds, have brought any normal life in 
Tamil areas to a standstill. 

Young men have, over the last few years, 


been fleeing Sri Lanka for their lives. Some 
go to South India, others opt for East 
Germany and from there come to the West. 
(Aeroflot flights to East Berlin are packed 
with young people desperate to get out.) 
France, Germany, Holland, Switzerland, 
all have a large number of refugees. Britain 
has, in fact, taken a very small proportion 
of all the Tamil refugees. 

The point now being put into question by 
the British government is when is a refugee 
not a refugee. For to accept the Tamils as 
refugees would be to accept that Sri Lanka 
is a murderous country, where its minority 
is in danger and its armed forces out of 
control. It seems to be on this point that the 
two heads of state came to an agreement 
when they met in Colombo two months 
ago. For the first time, the British 
Consulate in Colombo was quoted on the 
political situation — which it described as 
‘stable’. The British press, too, makes play 
of comments from high places about Tamils 
coming here to propagandise their cause 
and raise money for fighters. (It was 
precisely on this issue that J.R. pushed 
Thatcher to clamp down.) 


Mass raid 


The final irony is that after the famous 
‘mass exodus’ of that one weekend, the 
myth has been propagated here that all the 
Tamils are coming to better themselves in 
Britain at our expense. What is not told is 
that the exodus was precipitated by a mass 
raid by government forces in Welewatte — 
the Tamil area of Colombo in the Sinhalese 
South — when hundreds were arrested. 
Knowing that Tamils were now safe in no 
quarter of the island, families made the 
hard decision to give up everything. Many 
(though not all) were middle-class 
professionals with a prosperous life-style. 
To suggest that they come for economic 
reasons — when in reality all that they 
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possess will probably be sequested by the 
Sri Lankan state — is to ignore wilfully the 
stark realities of Sri Lanka today. 

Heavily reliant on Western aid, not least 
from Britain, to finish a massive dam and 
irrigation scheme and _ ideologically 
committed to free enterprise in the US 
sphere of influence, J.R. is desperately 
trying to project an image of a country 
under control with the possibility of a 


political solution to the Tamil question in 
the offing. But, as the Parliamentary 
Human Rights Group concludes in its 
report on ‘Sri Lanka a nation dividing’, the 
President and his supporters ‘‘are prisoners 
of the extremists in their own party’’. These 
extremists believe in the superiority of the 
Sinhala ‘race’, which they characterise as 
Aryan. In their country is no place for the 
Tamil dravidian. Using the myth of a 


conspiracy on the part of the Tamils to 
control their country, they are using every 
institution — the media, the schools, the 
Buddhist Sangha, the unions, the courts, 
the youth groups, the armed forces — to rid 
their country of the alien hordes. It’s surely 
a familiar story. 
And we close the door? 





‘BETWEEN 


THE LINES 





RAISING THE 
FLOOD BARRIERS: 
THE PRESS HUE 
AND CRY 


There are few more dispiriting sights 
than the government and press 
flourishing their ‘anti-swamping’ 
credentials, and their shameless 
mendacity and meanness of spirit as 
they trample underfoot Britain’s 
historic reputation as an asylum for 
refugees in flight. 

While over 100,000 Tamils from Sri 
Lanka have fled for safety to India, and — 
according to the BBC News, 6 June 1985, 
BBC1, 9 o’clock — France has welcomed 
19,000 Tamils and West Germany 20,000, 
the 1,000 or so who have recently sought 
temporary refuge in Britain have set the old 
panic bells ringing. Once again, the press 
has summoned up familiar water imagery 
— these men, women and children are not a 
trickle, but a flood; no, they were more 
than that — a veritable ‘floodtide’, 
according to the Express and Home 
Secretary (30 May 1985). The impression 
one got from reading all the tabloids was 
that if the government did not act 
immediately to raise the flood barriers, this 
vulnerable island would be swamped by a 
monsoon of Bay of Bengal proportions. 

Why the sudden fear of floods? The day 
before the press ‘discovered’ the Tamil tide, 
the European Court of Human Rights had 
delivered its ruling on foreign husbands 
which meant that more (largely black) 
might have to be allowed in. Leon Brittan 
had the reputation of a government elected 
on an ‘anti-swamping’ platform to protect. 
Slamming the door on the Tamils would 
demonstrate that the government would 
only allow in (black) people, even as 
temporary residents, with the greatest 
reluctance. Can one imagine a similar 
ruling, and similar press crusade, if white 
South Africans demanded refuge, claiming 
their lives were in danger? 

Most of the ‘quality’ papers rallied round 
the government’s decision, while urging 
some caution so that ‘genuine refugees’ 
were not harmed. The Telegraph (30 May 
1985) commented: ‘‘This country cannot 
singlehandedly solve the Tamil problem. 
We cannot provide a home for every 
disenchanted Tamil, even if there are some 
Labour MPs who would happily turn us 
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into a nation of Tamils’’. The Times joined 
the popular press and Telegraph in pointing 
the figure at those who were trying to ‘slip 
in’ for economic reasons (29 May 1985): 
“Even more to the point is the possibility of 
the disturbances in Sri Lanka being used as 
a pretext for evasion of the strictness with 
which our immigration controls are 
habitually enforced, a strictness that is one 
of the props of reasonably good race 
relations within Britain’’. After all, Sri 
Lanka is not in such bad shape — ‘‘most of 
the country is tranquil’’. Do the Times 
leader writers never read their own 
correspondents’ reports from that country? 

Of the dailies, only the Guardian and 
Morning Star editorially denounced the 
‘artificial ‘swamping’ scare’’ (Guardian, 
29 May 1985) manufactured by government 
and press. But in the same issue, the 
Guardian put in its oar by publishing a 
racist cartoon about an impending Asian 
invasion (see cartoon below). 

The whole Tamil episode is reminiscent 
of the press hysteria of nine years ago, 
about Asian families from Malawi 
supposedly being housed in 4 star hotels. 
This ‘scare’, fed by leaked government 
documents while new nationality legislation 
was under consideration, led to an upsurge 
of racial violence culminating in the 
murders of four black people. 


Now that 
ou’ll 


Excellent news. 
you can all come over 
be able to stay open 24 hours 
a day.” 








Policing Immigration: Britain’s 
internal controls. Paul Gordon. 
London, Pluto Press, 1985. £3.50. 


The publication of this book in March 
1985 coincided with the confirmation 
(in leaked internal Home Office 
memorandum) that for years the delays 
of up to two years suffered by wives, 
children, husbands and _ fiancés 
wanting to come to Britain were the 
result of a deliberate policy to cut black 
immigration by employing too few 
staff to deal with the applications. It is 
a timely coincidence because, in his 
book, Paul Gordon unfolds the logic 
which turns external control of 
immigration into internal control of a 
settled black population, while at the 
same time revealing the undemocratic 
nature of internal control which 
operates by way of Departmental 
circular and sophisticated 
computerised surveillance. 

The real achievement of this book, 
however, lies in the ease with which the 
author moves from the politico-economic 
framework to the technical and legal detail 
of control and back again, giving readers an 
understanding of the movements in 
government policy (official and unofficial), 
judicial interpretation and popular pressure 
in a way which is clear and simple but never 
simplistic. 

Internal controls of black people are 
traced to their origins in the early 19th 
century when measures were taken to stop 
destitute Asian seamen (colonial subjects) 
from staying in Britain. Such early 
measures, along with other provisions 
against aliens in Britain (directed largely 
against revolutionary Jewish settlers in the 
early 20th century), were to find echoes in 
the 1960s, when Commonwealth citizens 
became liable to deportation for the first 
time, and in the late 1970s, when 
widespread controls were developed to 
prevent immigrants and their families from 
relying on public funds. Paul Gordon then 
shows how the bipartisan policy of reducing 
immigration developed in response to the 
satisfying of the post-war industrial need 
for cheap labour and the access to an 





alternative pool of moveable labour created 
by Britain’s joining the EEC. That policy 
went hand-in-hand with an ideology of 
control as necessary for good race relations. 
The abandonment of that bipartisan policy 
by the Tories in the late 1970s and their 
embrace of immigration control to 
‘preserve the British way of life’ has 
resulted in the mushrooming of racist 
practices in housing, education, health and 
welfare, in hitherto ‘unofficial’ practices of 
passport checking and co-operation 
between welfare and immigration services 
receiving the official seal of approval, and 
in a quantum leap in the extent of 
surveillance and official harassment of 
black communities. 

Although Gordon’s book is short, slim 
and easy to read, it contains a wealth of 
information and analysis which makes it a 
must — not only for campaigners against 
immigration controls but also for anyone 
who wants an understanding of what 
institutionalised racism means in practice. 


Children, Nationality and 
Immigration, by Kathryn Cronin, 
Children’s Legal Centre (£5 from 
CLC, 20 Compton Terrace, London 


N1 2UN) 


The effect of immigration and 
nationality laws on children has been 


an important but neglected aspect of 
British racism. Yet, as this book 
shows, children can be the ‘passive 
subject’ of immigration law. 

With the passing of the British 
Nationality Act 1981, children born in 
Britain ceased to become British citizens as 
of right and their status now depends on 
that of their parents; children seeking entry 
as dependants of a parent settled here face 
considerable obstacles, particularly if they 
are trying to join a single parent; and, of 
course, children can be deported either in 
their own right or along with a parent who 
is being deported. 

This handbook, published by the 
Children’s Legal Centre, provides a useful, 
concise and lucid account of how 
immigration and nationality law can affect 
children. It covers nationality law, 
including the acquistion of citizenship; the 
entry of young people to the UK, whether 
as students, visitors or for permanent 
settlement; the special (and often complex) 
status of adopted children, those in care 
and those defined as ‘illegitimate’; and the 
various ways in which young people can be 
threatened with removal. Useful appendices 
provide extracts from the Immigration 
Rules themselves, official addresses and 
other sources of help. Anyone working with 
children and young people, whether 
teachers, youth workers, social workers or 
lawyers, will find this a valuable book to 
have around. 


HOW RACISM CAME TO BRITAIN 


Racist cartooning, especially in the 
popular press, seems to be on the 
increase. Exposing and campaigning 
against such supposed humerous or 
‘unintentional’ racism is ever more 
difficult. The Institute of Race Relations 
in this timely new booklet for young 
people, has shown how cartooning itself 
can be turned into a forceful anti-racist 
vehicle. 

From its sardonic title, How Racism 
came to Britain (making mock of all 
those ‘‘How ‘they’ came’’ series) to its 
final page, where the black characters on 
a chess board tell the readers that it’s 
time they stopped using them as pawns, 
the book manages with cartoons, games, 
jokes and beautiful illustrations to 
convey a simple (though complex) 
message — racism is Britain’s problem, 
a problem with roots in hundreds of 
years of exploitation of non-white 
countries. ‘‘We are here’’, explain the 
characters, ‘‘because you were there’’. 

This booklet, which can be easily read 
by anyone of 12 years and upwards, 
covers plunder, slavery, colonialism and 
the racialist ideas which accompanied 
each stage of British exploitation of the 
Third World. The racism black people 
face here is the continuation of that 
experience; in fact, what brought black 
people to Britain was the continuing 
need of the British economy to exploit 
black labour. 

British racism in post-war Britain is 
forcefully described from many angles 





— what it was first like to come to 
Britain, how racism became 
‘respectable’, how it permeates all our 
institutions, what it is like to be a child 
on the receiving end of racist violence 
today. How Racism came to Britain 
pulls no punches yet avoids being 
didactic. It is an excellent sequel to 
Roots of racism and Patterns of racism 





(the first two in this series for young 
people), and will, no doubt, prove even 
more popular. The IRR, and especially 
its cartoonist, Christine Smith, are to be 


congratulated on this brilliant 


publication. 


How Racism came to Britain is available 
from the IRR, 247 Pentonville Road, 
N1, price £2.95 (plus 45p p&p). 


PASSPORT TO 


FREEDOM? 





Black people claiming social security 
are receiving second-class treatment as 
a result of the racism which permeates 
the welfare benefits system, according 
to a report recently published by the 
Child Poverty Action Group and the 
Runnymede Trust. 

The report, based on cases supplied by 
advice agencies throughout the country, 
shows how the connection between 
immigration status and entitlement to 
benefit has led to the increasing 
involvement of the Department of Health 
and Social Security in the enforcement of 
internal immigration controls. Not only are 
black people asked to produce their 
passports to show that they are lawfully in 
the country and entitled to claim benefit, 
but they may also find themselves being 
reported to the immigration authorities by a 
social security clerk who suspects that their 
immigration status is irregular or that they 
are not allowed to claim. They may also 
find that their payment of benefit is delayed 
while staff dispute their entitlement, 
sometimes for no other reason that that 
they, the staff, have misunderstood the 
rules. 

The connection between immigration 
control and the welfare benefits system also 
creates problems for people who are subject 
to ‘sponsorship’ provisions. Most people 
now coming to settle in the UK have to be 
sponsored by a close relative already settled 
here, who undertakes to maintain and 
accommodate them without ‘recourse to 
public funds’ — for example, without 
claiming supplementary benefit. Such an 
agreement can last until the death of one or 
other party and is not altered by any change 
in the sponsor’s circumstances — for 
example, if he becomes unemployed and is 
forced himself to claim benefit. 


Welfare rights 


The sponsorship provisions mean that 
many people can only claim benefit by 
risking legal action against their sponsor for 
failure to maintain them. They mean, too, 
the creation of a class of people, mainly 
black, who are lawfully in the UK and 
permanently settled here, but who do not 
have the same welfare rights as other 
people. 

Other groups of black people are also 
discriminated against by the social security 
system. Wives whose husbands have gone 
abroad on extended visits, often to look 
after elderly or infirm relatives, are 
frequently refused benefit by social security 
staff and told to look to their communities 
for support. In one case cited in the report, 
an Asian woman was told that she could 
always obtain food on credit from the local 
Asian corner shop. 

Nor does the social security system make 
any provision for the children who may be 
living abroad, even if they intend to settle 
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here and even if their absence is due solely 
to the delays and obstructions of the 
immigration control system. Thus, a man 
claiming supplementary benefit can claim 
nothing for his wife or children abroad 
who are waiting to join him here, even if he 
had previously been maintaining them while 
he was in work. In addition, the abolition 
of child tax allowances has caused severe 
hardship for many black families, since 
such allowances were made for children 
abroad, while child benefit (which replaced 
them) cannot be paid for children who are 
not actually in Britain. 

The report also shows how little has been 
done by way of providing information 
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of racist activity drawn from the 
eta Mcmole-tcmed iadiare (Mel mut-lilelit-lm-lale| 
local newspapers. 





RACIAL ATTACKS 





Savage attack in Bethnal Green 


A 23-year-old Asian man, walking near his home 
in Bethnal Green, was assaulted by a passing 
motorist. Mr Tojah Miah was set upon by a 
white man who stopped his car and approached 
Mr Miah, shouting abuse. He then began 
punching Mr Miah, causing bruising to his 
cheeks. (Hackney Gazette 10.5.85.) 


Race attacks in Newham increase 


In the first three months of 1985 there were 43 
reported cases of racial attacks on Asian people 
in Newham — more than twice as many as for 
the same period last year. Police and local 
community leaders believe the real number of 
attacks is much greater. A spokesman for the 
GLC-funded Newham Monitoring Project said 
that the police have not yet had much success in 
catching the people responsible for the violence 
against Asian people in Newham. ‘‘The attacks 
go on because no one is caught’. (Sunday 
Telegraph 5.5.85.) 


Family trapped by racial attack 


An Asian family of nine were trapped in their 
flat in Bow for five hours after racist thugs 
bolted a security cage to the front door of their 
flat. The family were all asleep after a day spent 
working on their flat when the thugs left them 
prisoners in their own home. (East London 
Advertiser 3.5.85.) 


Asian schoolboys ‘chain whipped’ 


Two Asian schoolboys, aged 12 and 13, were 
attacked by a youth wielding a metal chain while 
they played in the grounds of Morpeth School in 
Bethnal Green. One boy required stitches, while 
the other needed treatment for injuries to his 
cheeks and shoulder. (East London Advertiser 
25.4.85.) 


Boy set alight on Isle of Dogs 


An 11-year-old boy was set alight by a white 
youth in the foyer of a block of flats on the Isle 
of Dogs. Youths sprayed an inflammable fluid 
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about welfare benefits for people whose 
first language is not English. Although two 
DHSS leaflets were translated into some 
Asian languages in 1978, little attempt was 
made to distribute these and few got 
beyond local DHSS offices. Similarly, little 
has been done to provide interpreters at 
DHSS offices and the DHSS generally 
expects claimants to provide their own 
interpreters. In practice, black DHSS staff 
are frequently called on to act as unpaid 
translators in addition to carrying out their 
normal duties. 

The impact of all this, the report shows, 
has been to discourage black people from 
claiming the benefits to which they are 


into the boy’s face and then a match was thrown 
at him. He suffered what local police described 
as ‘‘horrific’’ injuries to his neck and chest. An 
appeal has gone out for witnesses to come 
forward. (East London Advertiser 24.5.85.) 


Boy badly injured in school assault 


16-year-old Dirminder Singh Benning was 
hospitalised after an incident at Ealing Green 
High School in which up to 30 of his fellow 
pupils were involved. The school’s headmaster 
has promised a full investigation of the incident 
after which the school’s board of governors will 
make a decision on whether pupils involved 
should be suspended or expelled. (Southall 
Gazette 3.5.85.) 


ARSON 





Brixton Advice Centre bombed 


The West Indian-run Brixton Neighbourhood 
Advice and Community Centre was firebombed 
in an arson attack. Fortunately, the prompt 
action of the fire service prevented major 
damage. (Caribbean Times 26.4.85.) 


Youth sentenced to 30 months detention 


A Chadwell Heath youth was sentenced to 30 
months youth custody for setting fire to a flat in 
which an Asian family of five were asleep. The 
family managed to escape by climbing down a 
knotted rope to safety, but the fire caused £8,000 
worth of damage. (//ford Recorder 2.5.85.) 


Arson attacks in Waltham Forest 


Mohammed Aslam, his wife and their 8-week- 
old baby narrowly escaped being burned alive 
after their home was attacked by racist arsonists. 
It is one in a growing series of racially motivated 
arson attacks in the Waltham Forest area. The 
Pakistani Welfare Society have organised street 
patrols in an attempt to prevent further attacks 
as they believe the police are not doing enough to 
catch those responsible. (Asian Times 29.5.85.) 


POLICE 





Tough bail conditions in Notting Hill 


People detained by the police in the All Saints 
Road area of Notting Hill have been subject to 
stringent bail conditions of the type used during 
the miners’ strike. Magistrates have been issuing 
bail conditions which expressly prevent people 
entering the W11 postal district which surrounds 
All Saints Road. Eight people have been arrested 
by the police in recent weeks, one of whom 
suffered a broken jaw while in police custody, 
and relations between the police and people on 
the street are now said to be tense. (City Limits 
26.4.85.) 


entitled, either because they do not know 
their rights or because they fear that 
claiming will lead to their immigration 
status being questioned and challenged. Far 
from providing a financial ‘safety net’ for 
those in need, for many black people the 
social security system has become yet 
another arm of the immigration authorities 
and a racist state. 


Passport to Benefits? racism in social 
security, by Paul Gordon and Anne 
Newnham, is available, price £2.95 (p&p 
inc.) from CPAG, 1 Macklin Street, 
London WC2B 5NH or Runnymede Trust, 
37A Grays Inn Road, London WCIX 8PP. 


Intelligence ‘nerve centre’ in Barkingside 


In an attempt to cope with the growing crime 
problem in the Barkingside area the police plan 
to establish a special intelligence ‘nerve centre’ to 
co-ordinate their efforts. Information from 
police officers, neighbourhood watch groups and 
other members of the public will be collated and 
stored on computers. Increased street level 
surveillance supported by the use of computers is 
the essence of the new scheme. (//ford Recorder 
18.4.85.) 


40 police invade family’s flat 


As many as 40 policemen kicked open the door 
of a black family’s flat in south London, 
punched and kicked one of the occupants and 
arrested six of the family. Three of the six 
arrested were acquitted after a seven day trial. 
The Gani family now intend to sue the police for 
trespass and assault. 18-year-old David Gani 
claims he saw his mother knocked to the ground 
while he was kicked, punched and hit with a 
truncheon: these attacks were accompanied by a 
barrage of racial abuse. The Commission for 
Racial Equality have urged that a full report on 
the incident should go to the DPP. (Daily Mirror 
30.5.85.) 


£22,500 compensation for police assault 


Mr Alfred Rose, a black hospital worker, 
received a slashed lip and a broken nose after 
being involved in a fight with two police officers 
in the Kensal Rise area of London. He was 
charged with assaulting the officers after 
shouting abuse at them for parking their car in 
his street. A jury acquitted Mr Rose of the 
charges and the two police officers concerned 
were then charged with assaulting Mr Rose and 
concocting the evidence against him. The police 
paid a record sum of £22,500 to Mr Rose in an 
out of court settlement. (Dai/y Mirror 2.5.85.) 


Police to release file on Blair Peach 


Celia Stubbs, the widow of Blair Peach, the anti- 
nazi campaigner killed in a demonstration in 
Southall in 1979, has won a High Court action 
forcing the police to release papers which name 
the SPG men involved in his death. (Southall 
Gazette 31,1.85.) 


Police panel in Tower Hamlets 


Tower Hamlets police are to form an advisory 
panel of interested parties in an attempt to get to 
the root causes of racial crimes. The GLC, ILEA 
and local Bangladeshi organisations have been 
invited onto the panel to help the police tackle 
the appalling problem of racially motivated 
crime in the area. (East London Advertiser 
19.4.85.) 

















ARCHLIGHT 


SPECIAL 
ISSUE — 






THE VIOLENT 
ROAD TO BRUSSELS 


The National Front thugs 
who foul up football 











THE TRAIL OF TERROR 
THAT LED TO BRUSSELS 


The tragedy at the Heysel 
Stadium in Brussels has been in 
the making for years. But in the 
past only better policing, 
ticketing policies to keep rival 
fans apart, sturdy stadiums and 
good fortune have prevented 
fatalities on such a_ scale 
resulting from potentially lethal 
clashes between opposing 
supporters. 

And while it would be premature 
to attribute all the blame for the 
Brussels deaths wholly to the 
National Front, two things are clear: 
@ Evidence is mounting that NF 
thugs were amongst the British fans 
whose charges across the terraces 
led directly to 38 deaths; and 
@ The Front has played its full part 
in whipping up the climate of 
violence and confrontation which 
now plagues football grounds 
across the country, which spills 
abroad nearly every time a British 
club or national side plays in another 
country, and which led directly to 
the savage scenes at the European 
Cup Final. 

It was Liverpool Club Chairman 
John Smith who first raised the 
possibility that the NF had been 
involved. 

He told how six members of 
Chelsea NF had boasted to him of 
their part in provoking the violence. 
They seemed, he added, proud of 
their handiwork. 

Mr Smith, also chairman of the 
Sports Council, said he would be 
sending a dossier about NF 
involvement to Sports Minister Neil 
MacFarlane. 

Former Liverpool manager Bob 
Paisley, recently appointed as team 
consultant to new club boss Kenny 
Dalglish, backed up Mr Smith’s 














Liverpool fans launch attack. 





claim. 

He told how he was forced to 
leave the directors’ box at the start 
of the game as dozens of fans 
poured over a dividing wall. 

“The person next to me told me 
he was a Chelsea supporter. He was 
wearing a National Front badge’’, 
he said. 

Certainly the Front’s involvement 
would come as no surprise: Chelsea 
NF banners have been seen at 
England international games as far 
away as Turkey, and the club’s NF 
supporters pride themselves on 
being top of “the League of Louts’’. 

Police at the stadium also 
recovered banners decorated with 
swastikas — including one from 
“Liverpool Edge Hill’. 

And many spectators at the game 
have told of NF supporters abusing 
Italian fans and of the terraces being 
littered with inflammatory NF and 
British National Party leaflets. 
Reports also reveal that BNP 
activists were recruiting members 
on the ferries carrying British 
supporters to the game. 

Predictably the National Front has 
denied any involvement in the 
killings. But as the Sunday Mirror 
said: 

“The National Front have 
displayed sickening hypocrisy by 
trying to wash their hands of any 
responsibility for the disaster. 

“They would like everyone to 
ignore the ugly racist propaganda 
they circulated at the match that 
could only inflame an already 
explosive situation’’. 

All over Britain, gangs of NF 
thugs have latched onto the more 
aggressive groups of supporters you 
will find at any football club. Their 





aim is to recruit members and 
supporters — and ‘inflame the 








situation’. 
They promote the nauseating 
racist chants and nazi salutes which 


are now commonplace at our 
grounds and which give such deep 
offence to genuine sports fans. 
And when the ‘aggro’ starts, they 
are spurring it on. 
They have played no small part in 
raising the temperature of 


confrontation which now seems to 
dominate British football. 


a 
Aftermath at Brussels. 


In this special issue we reveal the 
horrifying picture of the NF’s violent 
influence on the national game. 

@ We show how they compete with 
each other to be ‘top of the Racist 
League’. 

@ We show how their members can 
often be found in the thick of the 
fighting. 

@ And we show how they travel the 
world smearing the name of real 
football supporters in this country. 

It would be a mistake to claim 
that wherever there is trouble, you 
will find the National Front. 

But one thing is true — 
wherever you find the National 
Front, there you will find trouble. 

It’s time to clean up the game — 
and the first step is to deal with the 
Front. 


WHAT IS THE 
NATIONAL FRONT? 


THE National Front is 
Britain’s biggest nazi 
organisation. 


Although its membership is 
now only about 2,000, it makes 
Tyo Mami al eyatel (te Mar-lag-\ome-lale| 
violence what it lacks in public 
support. 

It began in 1967 when several 
openly nazi groups joined 
together under the NF name. 


CM iamar:tmuit-(ol- Male m-y-(elg-3 ae) aL cy 
admiration for Adolf Hitler. 


@ It believes that Jews are 
trying to take over the world 
and denies that six million 
Jews died at the hands of the 
nazis. 


@ It believes that black people 
are brought to Britain by 
“sinister Jews” to destroy the 
white Aryan race. 


A year ago it was taken over 
by young fanatics in league 
with wanted Italian terrorists 
hiding in Britain to avoid gaol 
in Italy. One of these, their 
leader Roberto Fiore, was 
recently sentenced in Rome in 
his absence to nine years for 
terrorist offences. 

Police are currently 
investigating NF training 
camps, organised with their 
Italian ‘comrades’, where two 
ex-SAS officers train hand- 
picked recruits to form 
underground armed cells. 

NF publications like Nationa/ 
Front News and Bulldog proudly 
claim responsibility for violent 
assaults on black people, 
eke) (hatet-] ime) o) Lolat-lal melee el ielite 
property. 

And they openly incite more 
attacks by publishing ‘hit lists’ 
of names, addresses and 
‘phone numbers of their 
intended victims. 

NF leaders Joe Pearce and 
lan Anderson are currently 
EME Tid(ale meet] melameit- lee (-. eli 
inciting racial hatred. 

Their main rivals are the 
British National Party, led by 
John Tyndall who split from 
the Front in 1980. 

His members too were at the 
Liverpool-Juventus game, 
handing out inflammatory 
leaflets and recruiting young 
members. 





NF THUGS’ 
CRIMINAL 
PENALTIES 


Leaders of the National Front 
would have the public believe 
that the presence of nazi 
leafleters and newspaper 
sellers at football matches is 
in no way connected to the 
violence and _ hooliganism 
which takes place at soccer 
grounds. It is an argument 
they find impossible to back 
up when those very leafleters 
are brought before the courts. 


In a remarkable case in 1981, two 
men who declined NF leaflets being 
handed out at a Barnet v. 
Peterborough match were set upon 
by a gang of some 20 Front- 
supporting thugs, one armed with a 
cosh. Three men arrested by the 
police admitted threatening 
behaviour and were fined between 
£50 and £150. 


Public Order 


Even in Scotland the claim of 
‘peaceful’ leafleting collapses. An 
Edinburgh NF newspaper seller was 
convicted of a breach of the peace 
outside Hearts ground during 1983. 
Grant Alexander was jumping up 
and down in the middle of the road 
trying to force the YNF_ paper 
Bulldog on fans, and was taken 
away by police ‘‘before he started a 
HOt. 

And as this report goes to press 
four Newcastle NF members face 
charges under the Public Order Act 
of distributing matter ‘‘which was 
threatening, abusive (and) ... in 
which hatred was likely to be stirred 
up’’ outside St. James’s Park. 

With this sort of track record, the 
Front’s attempts to dissociate itself 
from violence and blatant racism on 
the terraces becomes meaningless. 
Little wonder too, with this kind of 
incitement, that black players have 
increasingly become the focus for 
football ground trouble-makers. 

Amongst a section of Bristol 
supporters directing abuse at a 
black Cardiff City team member in 
1983 was one arrested and fined 
£100 for using abusive or insulting 
words or behaviour. Craig Douglas 
Mill was wearing an Adolf Hitler 


YNF Organiser in 
Football Race Riot 


MARK PLAZA, YNF Regional Organiser for 
the West Midlands, has paid the price for 
defending himself against vicious Asian 
attackers, PB: has been sentenced to 18 


months’ Imprisonment, 

Mark was caught up In a race riot when 
twenty Pakistanis, brandishing knives and 
other weapons, attacked a group of Whites, 
During the fighting that followed Kevin Plant, 
a 17 year old White youth, was stabbed in 
the arms, legs and chest. He also suffered a 
mild heart attack due to the shock of his 
Injuries and was only revived from death at 
the last minute by an ambulanceman, 

Not surprisingly the police didn’t arrest 
the Asian attacker because of “lack of 
evidence’, but Instead they wae on Mark 
and another White youth, The police still 
refused to prosecute even when several eye 
witnesses made statements against the 
Pakistani who had stabbed Kevin Plant, 

Mark Plaza is quite obviously a victim of 
rucial discrimination; the anti-White diserim- 
ination of the Birmingham police, who con- 
sider {t a crime for a White youth to protect 
himself in his own country from attacks by 
knife-wielding Blacks, 

However, Mark is undeterred by the prison 
sentence, and he promises to “fight to the end 
against the conspiracy of multl-racialism", 

Any YNF members wha would like to 
show their support to Mark should write to 
Mr, Mark Plaza, No, C22050, HM Prison, 
Birmingham B18 4A5, 





NF plead for support for goaled soccer 
thug — see next page. 





mask and making ‘Sieg Heil’ 
salutes, infuriating Cardiff and 
Bristol fans alike. 

Even club managers and directors 
have suffered criminal abuse for 
buying and choosing to field black 
players in their teams. Perhaps the 
most unpleasant example was a 


German football 
nazi gaoled 


IT’S not only in Britain that 
nazis are muscling in on soccer 
to recruit members and cause 
trouble. 

In Germany recently a court 
gaoled Siegfried Borchardt, leader 
of a nazi gang, after hearing how it 
attacked immigrant spectators at 
Borussia Dortmund matches. 

Known as “SS-Sigi’, Borchardt 
led a gang called the Borussia 
Front which police said was behind 
a wave of violent assaults on 
Turkish workers and their children. 
At games they chanted “Turks out” 
and “Jews out”. 

When he was sentenced his 
followers rampaged through the 
streets in an orgy of destruction. 
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NF THUGS 


continued 


letter signed ‘‘Chelsea NF” sent to 
Chelsea chairman Ken Bates in 
1983. The envelope was laced with 
razor blades. 17-year-old NF 
supporter Paul Jones admitted 
sending the letter, which ranted 
about the selection of black players, 
and was fined £200. He had daubed 
the note with his own blood. 

Chelsea has also suffered 
repeatedly from anti-semitic 
behaviour from its hooligans, 
usually directed at Tottenham, 
which they call a Jewish club. Two 
Chelsea supporters were fined in 
1983 for singing ‘‘Spurs are on their 
way to Auschwitz, Hitler’s going to 
gas them all” (they were turned 
over to the police by other Chelsea 
fans), while magistrates narrowly 
decided against jailing a Chelsea 
supporter in May this year for 
wearing a tee-shirt with the slogan 
‘Chelsea Yid-Busters Coming Soon 
to Rid The World’’. He boasted to 
the press that it was a “bit of a 
laugh’’ when he was bailed for 
probation reports. 

Manchester police continue to 
investigate a more openly violent 
outbreak of anti-semitism in which a 
gang of Blackburn Rovers 
supporters left three Jewish youths 
in need of treatment for head and 
face injuries earlier this year after 
attacking them with a bottle and an 
umbrella. One arrest has been made 
so far. 


Manslaughter 


One football supporter attacked 
during the Blackburn v. Carlisle 
game last Christmas was less 
fortunate and died after two 
days on a life support machine 
following a blow to his head. A 
leading member of the 
Blackburn National Front, John 
Ellison, has been committed for 
trial on a charge of 
manslaughter. A former British 
Movement member, Ellison has 
been branch secretary of 
Blackburn NF and was 
previously in the news when his 
NF branch banner was identified 
on the terraces at the Parc des 
Princes in Paris, during a France- 
England international in 1984. 


Death came to the terraces again 
in May this year when a 15-year-old 
boy was killed during rioting at St. 


Andrews in Birmingham. Before the 
match, Leeds supporters paraded 
up and down outside the ground 
throwing nazi salutes, and it comes 
as no surprise to find a Birmingham 
NF activist on the list of those 
arrested and convicted after the 
riot. David Gardiner was fined £600 
for threatening behaviour after 
bricks were thrown at police and St 
John’s Ambulance staff. 

Although the National Front’s 
leadership continues to attempt to 
distance the organisation from the 
criminal activities of individual 
members, sometimes it simply 
cannot help giving the game away. 

When Young National Front 
Regional Organiser for the West 
Midlands, Mark Plaza, was jailed for 
18 months in 1980 following fighting 
at a match, the YNF’s newspaper 
Bulldog told its readers that he had 
been ‘‘picked on” by the police, that 
he was only “defending himself’ 
and was a ‘‘victim of racial 
discrimination’’. Readers were 
invited to send messages of support 
to Plaza in prison. 


Italian fascists 
in Brussels to 
“kill the Reds” 


Did Italian fans go to the 
European Cup Final in 
Brussels looking for a 
confrontation with Liverpool 
supporters because Liverpool 
is ‘‘a red city’’? 

This is the intriguing question 
raised by a chance encounter 
between Searchlight ‘mole’ Ray 
Hill and some Italian fans. 

Hill, who infiltrated the 
extreme right for Searchlight for 
several years and whose exploits 
were revealed in a television 
documentary last year, was in 
Belgium a few days before the 
game to be interviewed by 
Belgian television. 

In the bar of the Holiday Inn he 
struck up a conversation with 
some visiting Italians. ‘“We’re 
here to kill the red bastards from 
Liverpool” they told him bluntly. 

Hill pointed out that 
Liverpool’s team colours had no 
political significance. It wasn’t 
the team colours they were 
talking about, they replied, ‘‘The 
movement in Italy has told us all 
about Liverpool. The city is run 
by communists. We're going to 





Plaza was, in fact, convicted of 
fighting, making an affray and 
maliciously wounding an Asian 
man. He told police ‘It was a bit of 
Paki-baiting’. For a supposedly 
innocent man picked on by the 
police, NF official Plaza had picked 
up a remarkably long list of previous 
convictions including making an 
affray, threatening behaviour and 
two counts of assault. 

Front chairman lan Anderson, 
after the Brussels tragedy, claimed 
that ‘‘We do not encourage that 
sort of behaviour. In fact, we openly 
condemn it’. 


IAN ANDERSON 
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‘Gunman’ Umberto Salussoglia flees — 
behind him, the banner of Ordine Nuovo. 





kill the reds”. 

Sure enough, during the game 
flags bearing the insignia of the 
outlawed fascist group New 
Order were being flown by small 
groups of Juventus fans. 

New Order (Ordine Nuovo) 
was banned after its members 
began a terror campaign in Italy 
several years ago. 

Some reports suggest that the 
Juventus” fan, Umberto 
Salussoglia, arrested after firing 
a gun at police during the game, 
is known as a member of a neo- 
fascist group. 





National Front’s sick boast: 


‘RACIST LOUTS ARE 
ALIVE AND KICKING’ 


“White Power rules at many 
football grounds around this 
country. More and more 
football fans are starting to 
support the National Front”. 

This is the sick boast of the 
National Front which delights 
in its members’ role in 
football violence. 

Issue after issue, its magazine 
Bulldog crows about the violent NF 
gangs which provoke terror on the 
terraces and whip up racial hatred 
— helping to destroy Britain’s most 
popular sport. 





their 
turn on anyone, 
beating and stabbing opposing 


True to 
violence they 


philosophy of 


fans. Known NF members are 
regularly hauled before the courts 
on serious charges. after 
disturbances at football matches. 

A teenage fan died and nearly 
200 were injured when fans 
rioted at the Birmingham City- 
Leeds United game in May. One 
of those arrested and heavily 
fined for threatening behaviour 
was NF member Dave Gardiner. 

Before the game Leeds fans 
paraded outside the Birmingham 
ground giving nazi salutes. 


But their prime targets are black 
people — especially black players 
on the pitch. 

When you hear the nauseating 
chants of ‘’Get that nigger off the 
pitch’, or ‘‘National Front, National 
Front’, or you see black players 
being pelted with bananas, or fans 
giving nazi salutes, you may be sure 
that NF supporters are there on the 
terraces stirring it up. 

They even run their own perverse 
“Racist League’’ where their 
supporters compete to earn their 
club’s supporters the title of being 
the most racist in the country. 

Latest ‘‘Racist League’’ leaders, 
according to Bulldog, are Newcastle 
United fans who “‘have gone to the 
top of the League knocking arch- 
racists Chelsea off the top spot’. 

Four Newcastle NF members 
— including veteran Tyneside 
organiser Gordon Stridiron — 
were arrested at St James Park 
in January and charged with 
Public Order Act offences. 

One NF leaflet which has been 
handed out at the ground said: 
“Proud to be Geordie? Proud to be 
White? .. . Newcastle are the top 
NF team . . . Now is the chance to 
put ourselves at the top of the 
Racist League’”’. 

Bulldog earlier boasted that NF 
supporters ‘‘are of course 
Newcastle United’s very own 
‘Service Squad’.”’ ‘‘Racist louts are 
alive and kicking” it declared. 

Some NF _ football gangs are 
openly organised through local NF 
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NF rips off club logo to cash in on 
soccer violence. 





branches. In the West Midlands, 
Aston Villa and Birmingham City 
National Front stickers carry the 
address of the local NF. In 
Birmingham they call themselves 
the Birmingham City FC NF Combat 
Crew. 

At Wolverhampton, away trips 
for the ‘South Bank Klan’ are 
organised by Birmingham National 
Front and advertised in Bulldog. 

Birmingham NF_ organiser 
Norman Tomkinson hires coaches 
especially to drive teams of NF 
thugs to football matches all over 
the country. 

Other clubs with racist fans who 


s i rf ‘ge “ 3 s s 
Racist ‘louts’ are alive and kicking 
s = boast of their activities in Bulldog 
include West Ham, Chelsea, 
Tottenham Hotspur, Sunderland, 
Norwich City, Glasgow Rangers, 
Hearts, Blackburn Rovers, Cardiff 
City and Rochdale. 
One of the worst mobs is the 
Leeds United ‘Service Crew’ who 
“are all proud to be members and 


‘GEORDIES ARE WHITE!’ 


came into the pub. The NUFC ‘louts’ took 
exception to this and they told the Blacks so 
in no uncertain terms. One of the Blacks 


“Geordies are White” is one of the favourite 
slogans among the racist ‘louts’ at Newcastle. 
In fact, Newcastle fans believe they should 
be much higher in the League of Louts than 
thev are at the moment 


then attacked a Geordie with a glass, just 
missing him Ontcide th- -uh the Cenrdie 





Bulldog — organ of NF’s football thugs. 
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supporters of the National Front’, 
says Bulldog. ‘They are proud to be 
called racists’ it boasts. They even 
produce Leeds Service Crew NF 
badges. 

In May 1983 the NF celebrated a 
riot by its supporters at Coleraine FC 
in Northern Ireland, during a game 
against rivals Cliftonville. “‘The 
whole place erupted, with glasses 


and bottles flying’’, bragged 
Bulldog. 
Chelsea fans have earned 


themselves a_ particularly vicious 
reputation. Back in May 1982 the 
Daily Star wrote that ‘‘the terraces 
at Stamford Bridge, spawning 
ground for racial hatred, should be 
closed immediately’. 

Genuine fans at Chelsea games 
have had to walk a gauntlet of 
dozens of threatening NF paper 
sellers along approach roads to the 
ground. 

The Chelsea NF banner has been 
seen at numerous _ international 
games, shaming England’s national 
team wherever it is raised. 

For two years running Bulldog 
announced that Chelsea NF 
supporters were ‘‘top of the racist 
league’’. A Chelsea fan was recently 
convicted after turning up to agame 
wearing a tee-shirt saying ‘Chelsea 
yid-busters coming soon to rid the 
world’’. Hundreds more were sold 
at the ground. 

Grounds where the NF are active 
are particular targets of NF paper 
sellers, who peddle the 
inflammatory poison which 
provokes so much of the racist 
abuse later heard on the terraces. 

They plunder club names and 
insignia for their own NF 
propaganda, producing badges, 
tee-shirts and leaflets linking clubs’ 
names with the Front’s own nazi 
policies. 


(yeMOOTBALL FRONT 


CHELSEA FANS ARE 
STILL TOP OF THE 
RACIST LEAGUE! 






“THE LEAGUE OF LOUTS” 
. CHELSEA 

WEST HAM UNITED 

. LEEDS UNITED 
LINFIELD 
BIRMINGHAM CITY 
MILLWALL 

. COLERAINE 
TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR 
. GLASGOW RANGERS 

. CARLISLE UNITED 
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Bulldog — glories in NF soccer violence. 


At Aston Villa, club lawyers are 
trying to stamp out NF stickers 
bearing the club’s emblem. Club 
chairman Doug Ellis said: ‘‘l am sick 
and tired of the good name of Aston 
Villa being besmirched by fans who 
link us with this political group’’. 

An Aston Villa NF banner recently 
appeared at the England-Finland 
international in Helsinki, where 
dozens of English fans were 
arrested after disturbances. Another 
appeared at the recent Scotland- 
England game at Hampden Park, 
where 300 English fans were thrown 
out of the ground after violence 
erupted. 


Aston Villa F.C. 


NATIONAL FRONT 


P.O. Box 544, Great Barr, 
Birmingham B43 5QH 






Manager hits 
out at NF 
photo fiddle 


NATIONAL Front members 
outraged Bobby Charlton and 
Laurie McMenemy when they 
conned them into poising for a 
Bulldog propaganda picture. 

Southampton manager 
McMenemy and former 
Manchester United star Charlton 
were fooled into having their photo 
taken with Mick Connolly and 
other Wandsworth NF members 
who only minutes before had been 
selling VF News and Bulldog outside 
a World Cup game in Spain. 

The picture later appeared in 
Bulldog, where the Front crowed 
about their propaganda coup. 

McMenemy was livid when he 
discovered how he had been 
duped. 

“The Front are a bunch of silly 
people wandering around with 
swastikas on them”, he said. 













Is it cricket’s 
turn next? 


NF football thugs are planning 
to transfer their attentions to 
cricket grounds when the 
football season closes. 

Reports reaching Searchlight from 
sources inside the Front reveal that 
plans are already being made to 
bus racist gangs to matches where 
black players will be appearing. 

One of those involved is 
Birmingham NF organiser Norman 
Tomkinson, who arranges away 
trips for NF football trouble 
makers. Now he is planning to 
spread their poisonous racist 
message from the football terraces 
to the cricket ground. 

In a few trial runs last summer, 
the NF began trying their arm at 
causing trouble at cricket matches. 
® Gloucester’s pace bowler David 
Lawrence and all-rounder John 
Shepherd, both black, were 
subjected to a barrage of racist 
abuse when they played Yorkshire 
in the John Player League at 
Scarborough. 

NF supporters in the crowd gave 
nazi salutes, screamed obscenities 
and threw bananas onto the pitch. 

Gloucester captain David 

Graveney said “It is no good 
blaming it on a minority. It was 
more than that”. 
@ West Ham NF supporters were 
evicted by police with dogs when 
Essex played Warwickshire in the 
John Player League. Essex player 
Norbert Phillips was the target of 
their racist taunts. 


MPs probe NF-soccer link 





LABOUR'S Shadow Sport 
Minister Denis Howell is 
building a dossier of evidence 
about NF football violence for 
the Popplewell enquiry. 


His personal investigation will 
look at how nazis travel to grounds 
around the country causing trouble 
wherever they go. And he will try 
to discover where they get the 
funds to finance their travels all 
over the world. 


Judge Sir Oliver Popplewell’s 
enquiry was set up after the 
Bradford fire and the riot at St. 
Andrews during the Birmingham 
City-Leeds United game in May. It 
has been extended to examine the 
events at the European Cup Final. 
®@ Bristol Labour MP Michael Cocks 
has already produced a report 
showing that crowd trouble is 
worst in areas where the National 
Front has in the past done well in 
elections. 





TERROR ON TOUR AS 
FRONT FOLLOW ENGLAND 





The sickening eagerness of a 
group of National Front thugs 
to claim responsibility for the 
recent tragedy in Brussels has 
focused public attention 
more sharply than ever on the 
involvement of British, and 
particularly English nazis in 
exported football violence. 
But it is far from the first time 
that the NF has been 
responsible for serious 
trouble outside England. 

Once again, you need look no 
further than the Young National 
Front’s paper Bulldog to find the 
Front boasting of its involvement in 
street violence. 

In November 1981, under the 
headline ‘Spurs Fans in Dutch Race 
Riot’, Bulldog praises 60 Tottenham 
followers — all ‘‘NF supporters’ 
says the paper — for fighting an 
hour long battle with black youths in 
the Zeedyk area of Amsterdam, 
during which at least two stabbings 
took place. ‘‘Paving stones, bottles 
and knives were some of the 
weapons used”, says Bulldog, "’. . . 
Spurs supporters showed Dutch 
Whites how it should be done’. 25 
Spurs fans were arrested. 


Away internationals have a 


special fascination for the Front. 
Fighting on English terraces may 
pass the time, but for NF yobs 
putting the boot in on ‘inferior’ 
foreigners combines violence with 
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This postcard was received by the Birmingham Evening Mail after England’s game 
with Finland. It speaks for itself. 


flying the flag — literally. The 
unfurling of Union Flags defaced 
with NF symbols has increasingly 
become a sure sign that any 
international is about to be marred 
by on and off-ground violence. 

The 1982 World Cup finals in 


Copenhagen — “The National Front 
seemed to be everywhere’, said the 
Daily Mail — and amused itself by 
harassing its own team. ‘They 
booed and jeered every time Black 
players touched the ball’, boasted 
Bulldog. The song for the evening 


Spain proved a magnet for the was ‘‘When the Whites go 
National Front and British marching in’’. About 50 arrests were 
Movement, with small groups of made, almost all of England 
nazis turning up anywhere and supporters, after post-match 
everywhere. Groups of virtually fighting on the _ terraces. 


penniless England supporters who 
turned, on a wide scale, to dossing, 
shoplifting and petty theft were a 
fertile ground for NF recruitment, 
with some Front supporters even 
joining forces with German 
hooligans to take on the Spanish. 
Ironically, a number of England 
supporters were eventually beaten 
up by Spanish neo-fascists as well 
as by the police. 

By the end of 1982, in a bizarre 
new twist, the NF had actually 
turned its venom in on the England 
team itself because of the presence 
of black players in the squad. 

The Front and its World Cup 
recruits turned out in force for the 
Denmark v. England match in 


Copenhagen walls, street signs and 
cafes had been plastered with nazi 
graffiti and swastikas before the 
match even started. 

In a more clearly orchestrated 
campaign against multi-racial 
England teams, a group of National 
Fronters followed the squad on its 
tour of South America last summer 
with the express purpose of 
harassing the team. About 20 NF 
supporters got themselves onto the 
same flight into Chile’s Santiago 
Airport used by the England squad 
and chanted anti-black slogans at 
players John Barnes and Mark 
Chamberlain. They told Barnes that 
“Goals by blacks don’t count” after 
he scored against Brazil in the first 
match of the tour. On arrival at 
Santiago, the yobs unfurled a 
banner saying ‘‘Send them home”’ 


Left: The ugly face of soccer violence. 
An England supporter stabs an 
opposing fan in Switzerland. 















vii 


viii 


Scotland game. 


for the benefit of television cameras 
recording the team’s arrival. Then 
they all booked into the same hotel 
that the England team were using. 
Where these thugs got hold of 
something like £1,500 a head to 
follow the tour is anyone’s guess. 

Turkey, too, suffered the Front’s 
presence in November 1984, both at 
a preliminary under-21 match and 
again at the World Cup qualifier, 
where Sieg Heiling supporters 
displayed a large Chelsea NF Union 
Flag for the benefit of the cameras. 

At Helsinki, in May this year, it 
was the turn of the Aston Villa NF to 
display their banner at the Finland v. 
England game, as a prelude to over 
100 arrests for public order and 
criminal damage offences. 

In the very same week more 
Aston Villa NF banners were out 
again at the friendly international 


1S 


Aston Villa NF supporters thrown out of Hampden Park duri 





ng June’s England- 


between England and Scotland — a 
game the government had had 
moved from Wembley to Hampden 
to protect London from Scottish 
hooligans! About 300 England fans, 
including large numbers of National 
Front supporters, were thrown out 
of the ground by Strathclyde police 
in a match which saw 87 arrests and 
almost 150 injuries. Once rid of the 
Front, on this occasion Scotland 
supporters took up booing and 
jeering black players on their behalf. 

With English clubs now banned 
indefinitely from international 


competition, there can be little 
doubt that the National Front’s 
travelling hooligans will be 


concentrating all their efforts and 
numbers into ‘supporting’ the 
national side abroad. But if so much 
violence can break out at a ‘friendly’ 
match within the British Isles as 
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happened at Hampden, the England 
management must fear that their 
chances of being allowed to 
compete in the next World Cup 
finals in Mexico will grow slimmer 
by the match. 


Front gloats over 
Brussels deaths 


The National Front’s response to 
the Brussels tragedy was sick 
and predictable. A gang of them 
turned up to England’s game 
with Italy in Mexico brandishing 
a banner which proclaimed 
“England 38 — Italy 0”. 

In Newcastle, home of one of 
their most active soccer gangs, 
they telephoned local Labour 
councillor Nigel Todd to leave a 
message on his answering 
machine: “This is Newcastle 
United National Front. We were 
in Brussels. We killed the 
Italians and we're rather proud 
Ofit . 

As Nigel Todd says: “Whether 
or not they were in Brussels is 
not the point. What matters is 
that they glory in the massacre”. 


How you can help Searchlight to 
broaden its beam on the fascists 
& racists 

Please tick one or more of the following 

boxes as applicable: 

L]1 would like to make a regular 
donation by standing order to 
Searchlight. 

L]1 enclose a donation of £ 
towards the Searchlight 
Anniversary £25,000 appeal. 

11 would like details of how I can sell 
Searchlight to my friends and 
colleagues. 

C1 am willing to help monitor fascist 
and racist activities in my area for 
Searchlight. 

LJ1 would like to become a regular 
subscriber to Searchiight (fill in form 
on left). 
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